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Vision Statement
Troutman’s high-quality parks, beautiful
open spaces; protected natural areas, and

Innovative recreational facilities are welcoming
to all. The verdant parks have been

thoughtfully designed to be accessible and offer
unique experiences for all ages, abilities, and
Interests.

The Town’s greenways. offer easily navigable
and integrated connections between

neighborhoods, cemmunity.destinations, and
town parks. Residents are active participants in
promoting the establishment of ‘new parks and
recreational programs while keeping existing
facilities.clean, safe, and well maintained for
the Town's current and future residents.
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Background

Plan Summary

In January of 2010 the Board of Aldermen were given the opportunity to partner with Engi-
neered Sintered Components (ESC) to develop the Town’s first park. The Board of Aldermen
appointed a small committee on February 19, 2010 to explore development of a park plan for
the ESC site and apply for a Parks And Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) grant. In March the
park planning committee expanded its membership to form the “Troutman Parks and Recrea-
tion Committee.” The initial purpose of the Parks and Recreation Committee was to develop a
communitywide parks and recreation plan and assist in site development of the park. The deci-
sion to expand was affirmed by the Board of Aldermen on June 10, 2010 as each member was
appointed to a one year term. In conjunction with development of the Parks and Recreation
Plan, the Committee worked to develop the Master Site Plan for the Town’s first park.

The Troutman Parks and Recreation Committee includes individuals representing the disabled
community, the retirement community, youth, parents, teachers, preachers, business leaders,
town leaders, industrial operators, school officials, and various athletic interests. This 13 mem-
ber committee began meeting in April as the Steering Committee for this plan to understand the
recreational needs of the entire community. To accomplish this, the Committee surveyed and
held meetings for the general public and youth. The Town of Troutman Comprehensive Parks
and Recreation Plan was recommended by the Parks and Recreation Committee on December
20, 2010, recommended by the Planning Board on December 21, 2010, and adopted by the
Board of Aldermen on January 13, 2010. What follows is a 10 year parks and recreation plan to
serve as a guide for development of recreational facilities and services in the Troutman area.




Study Area & Demographics

There are three parts to what is referred to as the “Troutman Area” in this document (see map
below). The first is the municipal corporate limits which includes the “contiguous” town limits
and the “non-contiguous” or “satellite” town limits. Properties within the town limits are under
all Town of Troutman ordinances. The second area encompassed by the study area is the Extra-
territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ). Properties within the ETJ are subject to the Town’s Unified De-
velopment Ordinance which regulates subdivisions and zoning. The final area making up the
study area is the annexation boundary agreed upon by Mooresville, Statesville, and Troutman in
2008. Properties within this area are subject to county regulations unless the property is an-
nexed into the Town of Troutman; thus, falling under the Town’s jurisdiction.

Population estimates and demographic information can provide foresight into the future compo-
sition of Troutman and the surrounding area. Troutman’s population was reported by the United
States Census Bureau as 1,592 in 2000. Troutman’s estimated population for 2009 by the
United States Census is 1,998 while the North Carolina Office of State Budget and Manage-
ment’s 2009 estimate is 2,289. Warren and Associates prepared a demographic study for Iredell
County in 2008 forecasting through 2015. Based on approved housing units (2,677 for Census
Tract 061200) and studying various trends, Warren and Associates projects that 43% of the
county’s households will be located in Census Tract 061200 (which encompasses most of the
Troutman Area) by 2015.

Demographic numbers can assist in the development of programs and recreational facilities.
The demographic information listed below is from the 2000 Census and may not reflect trends
or the current makeup of Troutman. The 2010 Census results are anticipated for release in the
summer of 2011.
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Previous Plans

The Aldermen have adopted a number of ordinances, plans, and resolutions over the past ten
years to improve the quality of life in Troutman. The Aldermen have also been actively replac-
ing sidewalks in disrepair and building new sidewalks to enhance the community’s walkability.
Part of this plan’s purpose is to evaluate relevant goals from previous plans and combine the
information into one comprehensive document. Plans from the past decade are listed below and
briefly note any reference to parks, recreation, open space, or pedestrian facilities.

2010

o Proposed plans: A countywide greenway master plan is underway which will establish trails
throughout the county and establish a route for the Iredell County “spine” of the Carolina
Thread Trail.

2009

o Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP): Broad look at street improvements and alter-
native transportation means. References the Pedestrian Plan.

o Lytton Street Vision: Architectural drawings for the expansion and revitalization of down-
town Troutman. Streetscape includes sidewalks, street trees, and pedestrian scaled build-
ings.

o Lake Norman Bicycle Route: Resolution of support signed for a bicycle route encompass-
ing Lake Norman. The initial route is on road; however, the ultimate route aims to provide
off-street options or add improvements such as bicycle lanes. Signage for the route is sched-
uled to be erected in the fall of 2010.

e Carolina Thread Trail: Resolution of support signed for development of a fifteen county
regional greenway trail.

punoabxoeg



2008

Troutman Pedestrian Plan: Suggests modifications to
strengthen current ordinances and recommends pedes-
trian connections throughout Troutman.

Troutman Area Land Use Plan: Provides elected offi-
cials a future land use guide.

2006

Troutman Unified Development Ordinance (UDO):
Requires street connectivity, sidewalks, and bicycle
racks for new development (some exceptions).
Northeastern Area Plan: Offered goals and strategies
for handling growth and requesting Extraterritorial
Jurisdiction (ETJ) at Exit 45 from the county.

2004

Commercial Design Standards: Created standards for
streetscapes and buildings in Troutman. The standards
were incorporated into the Town’s current Unified De-
velopment Ordinance.

2002

Troutman Town and Country Plan: Comprehensive
look at incorporating smart growth principals into
Troutman plans. Discussed Troutman’s “green infra-
structure” comprised of streams, open spaces, and
wooded areas. It offers goals for open space protection
and building a more pedestrian friendly environment.

2000

Exit 42 Future Land Use Plan: Focused on handling
development pressure and determining land use at EXit
42. Encourages tree preservation and use of green-
ways.
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Inventory

Town Facilities

Although the Town does not have any town maintained parks, it is able to provide some recrea-
tion for its residents with the Richardson Greenway and ever expanding sidewalk network
(reinforcement began in 2009). The Richardson Greenway is essentially a meandering sidewalk
running from the Village Shopping Center to the heart of downtown Troutman between Main
Street and Eastway Drive. The Greenway is actively used throughout the year by the Troutman
community and its prominent location gives users a sense of safety as “eyes” are always on the
sidewalk. The Greenway as it exists today, is just under a mile in length and was completed in
December of 2003 with partial funding from the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century
(TEA-21).The Town purchased an additional segment at the southern end of Greenway corridor
in 2010 to extend the Greenway to Troutman Elementary School.

Additionally, the county operated J Hoyt Hayes Troutman Memorial Library provides a bicycle
rack and outdoor reading area for patrons. Lake Norman State Park also lies within the study
area (6 miles from the Town’s corporate limits) providing recreational opportunities to the re-
gion. Some neighborhoods are serviced with recreational facilities from churches, schools, or
home owners associations. Classification of parks, open space, and trail types by the National
Recreation and Park Association can be found in the Appendix of this document.
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Lake Norman State Park

Lake Norman State Park was established in 1962 with the initial 1,328 acres donated by Duke
Power. The Park offers a variety of recreational opportunities for the outdoor enthusiast; thus, it
IS no surprise the park draws half a million visitors annually. Fifteen miles of shoreline are con-
tained within the State Park, including Lake Norman’s only public lake swimming area. Access
to Lake Norman can be enjoyed further by renting a canoe or paddle boat for use on the 33 acre
“Park Lake” or with private watercraft from the free boat launch. The hiking and biking trails
also offer views of the Lake.

o Boating: Canoes and paddle boats
may be rented for use within “Park
Lake.” Private watercraft may be
launched for free at the boat launch.

e Camping: 33 family sites each with a
grill, picnic table, and tent pad. 5 o
group camping sites each with a fire " Sare pane Fo
ring and picnic tables. z

e Community Building: Meeting room,
kitchen, restrooms, and fireplace.

e Education and Events: Regularly
scheduled interpretive programs.

o Fishing: Handicapped accessible pier
at the swimming area. Shore access
available from trails.

o Hiking: 0.8 mile Alder Trail (novice),
5 mile Lake Shore Trail (moderate),
and 18 mile Itusi trail (hikers must
yield to bikers).

e Mountain Biking: 18 mile Itusi Trail.

« Picnicking: Pier picnic area (located
next to the swimming area), Penin-
sula picnic area (located near Park
Lake), and Cove picnic area (off
Shortleaf Lane).

e Swimming: Sand beach, bathhouse,
and concession stand.
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School Facilities

Troutman has four public schools and one alternative education school in the Troutman area.
The schools all offer recreational facilities and opportunities (with the exception of the Career
Academy and Technology School). South Iredell High School built additional sidewalks, a new
gymnasium, and field house in 2009, followed by a ticket booth in 2010. Fundraising efforts by
parents, students, and faculty lead to a new playground at Troutman Elementary School in
2009. Troutman Middle School has plans to expand and improve its athletic fields; however, at
the time of site plan approval (July 2010) the school did not have any funding to move forward
with the project (Figure 2). The public schools’ facilities are available for use by the public for
a small fee. Barium Springs Home for Children leases property to the YMCA.

AJ10JUBAU|
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e Gymnasium

o T-ball field
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Batting cages

Fitness center
Football field (games) :
Football field (practice) — e
Gymnasiums 7 -
Running trail
Rubberized track
Softball field
Weight room
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Troutman Youth Athletic Association (TYAA)

The Troutman Youth Athletic Association (TYAA) is a volunteer organization established over
25 years ago. TYAA generally has annual participation rates of 100 football/flag football play-
ers, 150 fall and 225 spring soccer participants, and 150 baseball/softball participants. TYAA
also provides volleyball and cheerleading for the community. TYAA relies on several Troutman
area fields, but many are restrictive in times available or are limited to use for games only: Bar-
ium Springs YMCA, Bethel Church, South Iredell High School, Southview Christian School,
and Troutman Middle School. All youth sports for Troutman Elementary and Middle Schools
are organized by TYAA with “home fields” typically 15-20 miles away .
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Barium YMCA

The Barium Springs YMCA is one of three branches making up the Iredell County YMCA sys-
tem. The Barium YMCA is located on the Barium Springs Home for Children campus with in-
door workout facilities, fitness programs, soccer fields, an outdoor pool, and one mile of walk-
ing trails.
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Churches

Many churches in the Troutman area offer outdoor play equipment and/or open space for their
members. Some churches; such as Bethel, allow use of their fields by TYAA.

Existing Facilities Chart
The chart below (Figure 3) highlights the limited recreational facilities in the Troutman area for
youth and the general public.
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Background

Master Plan Summary

The proposed park site consists of 30.1 acres located off North Eastway Drive, North Ave, and
Patterson Street. The proposed site was originally part of the Newton Family farm and currently
rests on a portion of Engineered Sintered Components’ (ESC) property. The site is conveniently
situated near schools, neighborhoods, civic properties, shops, offices, the downtown, and other
employment centers.

Staff interviewed representatives of ESC in March of 2010 to discuss their vision for the park.
Following the interview with ESC, students at Troutman Middle School participated in a two
day charrette and filled out Recreational Needs Surveys to give input on the proposed park and
development of parks and recreation in general. The Parks and Recreation Committee also re-
viewed the Parks and Recreation Needs Surveys (results found in the Comprehensive Parks and
Recreation Plan) in early July 2010. Based on the survey results, comments from ESC, and
Troutman Middle School students the Committee directed Engineering Staff to develop an ini-
tial site plan of the park in July of 2010. The initial site plan was shared with the public during
the drop in meeting of August 23, 2010 and through a library display (see Community Input in
the Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan). The same plan was also shared with adjacent
property owners in a neighborhood meeting on September 9, 2010.

Feedback from the public and adjacent property owners resulted in further revisions to the pro-
posed park plan. The revised plan was then shown to the public at an exclusive park site meet-
ing on September 14, 2010. The exclusive public meeting was advertised in the paper, through
flyers placed throughout the community, the Town’s website, “Blackboard” (a communitywide
phone call to all residents), and through use of the social media site, Facebook. Following this
meeting the site plan underwent a final revision to create the Master Site Plan and development
of Phase 1. The major site plan and Phase 1 went before the Town’s Technical Review Com-
mittee, Parks and Recreation Committee, Planning Board, and Town Board to ensure compli-
ance with the Town of Troutman’s Unified Development Ordinance. The site plan was ap-
proved by the Aldermen on
December 9, 2010.

The Troutman Area Coun-
cil acted as the Fundrais-
ing Subcommittee of the
Parks and Recreation
Committee. Students at
Troutman Middle School
stayed involved with the
park efforts by stuffing
fundraising materials for
parents, local businesses,
and the community at
large.



Site Analysis

Acreage: 30.1 acres total (5.29 acres donated, 24.81 acres leased).

Significant Resources: Steep slopes, trees with a diameter at breast height of greater than 18, I
-L Creek, and wetlands (additional details found below).

Topography: The proposed park’s topography is predominately level to rolling with slopes av-
eraging between 7-10%. The steepest slopes within the proposed park are found within 200 feet
of the western portion of I-L Creek, with banks ranging from 13-16%. The most level areas of
the existing site are found immediately along Eastway Drive and the northern part of the pro-
posed park site. The highest elevation is 948’ found in the northwest corner of the park along
Eastway Dr. The lowest elevation is 896’ found just above Scroggs Street (Figure 4).

Water Features: Approximately 638 of I-L Creek is contained within the proposed park site.
No wetlands are shown on the US Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory.
However, upon a requested site inspection the US Army Corps of Engineers determined that
wetlands exist along I-L creek. The US Army Corps of Engineers will need to be contacted
prior to any grading or discharge of fill near the creek site; specifically, in the construction of
park trails, stream crossing, and amphitheatre. The North Carolina Floodmapping program also
shows a 100 year floodplain along I-L Creek. The floodplain appears to stop abruptly at the
western end of the creek as a detailed study of the area has not been completed by the North

Carollna FIoodmapplng Program (Figure 4). Flgure 4
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Site Analysis

Soils: Prominent soils on the site include Cecil
Sandy Clay Loam (CeB2, CeC2), Cecil Urban
Land Complex (CgC, CgE), and Parcolet
Sandy Clay Loam (PcD2, PcE2). According to
official series descriptions by the National Co-
operative Soil Survey Cecil soils are very deep
well draining soils found on slopes ranging
between 0-25%. Cecil soils are often used for
cultivating crops; such as, corn, cotton, grains,
and tobacco. Pacolet soils are also very deep,
well draining soils and are found on slopes
ranging between 2-60%. Pacolet soils are often
used for forests or pastures. Cecil soils tend to
be more clayey than Pacolet soils. Both Cecil
and Pacolet soils are found extensively in the
piedmonts of Alabama, Georgia, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, and Virginia. Both are
moderately to strongly acidic in character and
have soil horizons ranging from sandy loam to , '
forested. Pacolet soils along I-L €reek.

Pa [co letiSandy,
Clayilfoam

Legend N
w— Park Boundary Soll Type B ~c02: l cec2 - : 0 200 4?2‘90(

J T M. ..
. Stroets Outside study area - CgE - Ce2n

— | Creek I Fce2 I coc S




Site Analysis

Tree and Wildlife Species: Arial images from 2009 show that nearly 80% of the site is cov-
ered with trees and the remaining 20% is open field (Figure 6). The aerials further reveal that
approximately 70% of the trees are evergreen varieties. The predominant evergreen trees on
the site are shortleaf and white pine. Predominant deciduous trees include varieties of Birch,
Beech, Hickory, Maple, Oak, and Poplar. The only threatened species identified by the US
Fish and Wildlife Service as endangered in Iredell County are the drawf-flowered heartleaf
and the bog turtle. Over subsequent visits to the proposed park site, neither species was found
on the property.

»
e Tl

: Trees 18” DBH on site.

Historical and Existing Structures: There are no known historical structures on the proposed
30.1 acre park site. The proposed park site was originally part of the Newton family farm
prior to purchase of the property by GTE. GTE built a plant for light manufacturing on the
property in 1982. The property was bought in 1989 by Engineered Sintered Components
(ESC) for industrial operations and underwent several expansions. ESC still operates the plant
and employs nearly 400 workers. No known spills have occurred on the site, on the contrary,
ESC has won awards for being exceptional environmental stewards. The area of the proposed
park has remained largely undeveloped with the exception of utilities: power lines, sewer
lines, and manholes (Figure 6).

View of ESC from park site.
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Site Analysis

Adjacent Structures and Park Location: Structures immediately adjacent to the property in-
clude an industrial plant (ESC), a civic building (Town Hall), residences, and an apartment
building. According to the National Recreation and Park Association community parks ser-
vice between a half mile and three miles. The entire contiguous corporate town limits, all five
Troutman Area schools, and LifeSpan (an employment and creative learning center for the
disabled community) fall into this three mile realm of influence (Figure 7). Several neighbor-
hoods, the downtown, three schools, the library, the fairgrounds, and various shops and busi-
nesses are within a half mile of the proposed park location (Figure 8). The site can be ac-

cessed from Eastway Drive, Sherrils Court, and Patterson Street.
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Stakeholder and Community
ESC Stakeholder Interview

ESC’s Park Vision

ESC representatives noted during their March 1, 2010 interview with Staff that their company’s
vision for the park is one of giving back: enhancing the quality of life for their workers and the
community through increased social interaction and recreational opportunities.

Recreational Facilities

The representatives shared they were open to the results that would arise from the public, but
expressed a desire to see the following: picnic area with restrooms, walking/hiking trails, ath-
letic fields (especially softball or baseball), natural areas/stream preservation, and a playground.
They noted that ESC could potentially help with funding for a picnic pavilion.

Site Specifics

The representatives shared that roughly 20 acres of their 80 acre site could be leased for a com-
munity park. The representatives noted that the plant may expand in the future and therefore,
the site design should consider the potential expansion of the plant near the existing parking lot.
They recommended screening of the plant with a vegetative buffer for visual appeal to those
within the park and residents off of Patterson Street. They requested tree preservation when
possible and practical, especially along Eastway Drive. To protect visitors to the park they
wanted assurance that the Town would be responsible for maintenance and liability of the park.
As the site plan went through the public process the company graciously agreed to lease more
property and even donate a portion of the property.




Stakeholder and Community Input
Troutman Middle School Input

Following the interview with ESC, students at Troutman Middle School participated in
several activities to gain
their input on the possible
park site. The students com-
pleted surveys, identified
their general park priorities,
looked for possible park
sites in the Troutman area,
worked on site plans for the
proposed park site, and
more. Their input helped in
development of the initial
park site plan and creation
of the Town of Troutman
Comprehensive Parks and
Recreation Plan. Although,
the lease agreement was
still  under development,
Staff gave small groups of students a possible 20 acre site boundary. The students were
given the following scaled facilities: aquatic center/pool, amphitheatre, baseball field, bas-
ketball court, community center, football field, gyms, horseshoes, parking lots, picnic
shelter/restrooms, playground, ponds, running track, skateboard park, soccer field, t-ball
field, tennis court, volleyball court, and walking trail.

®) The 6th and 7th grade
- students were given in-
structions to: 1) stay in-
side the proposed
boundary, 2) protect the
stream buffer, and 3)
work together to create a
park. 8th grade students
were given a fourth in-
. » struction to include
Ly n e - some basic park compo-
; g R ./ nents; such as, at least
> 5 :“ . - one parking lot, a picnic
e / shelter with restrooms,
and trails connecting the various features in addition to facilities they felt were needed.
The students could use as many of each facility as they desired. Most students showed a
need for a variety of activities with clear favorites being baseball, soccer, football, natural
areas, skateboard park, and a pool.




Examples of Student Site Plans.




Stakeholder and Community Input
Neighborhood Stakeholder Meeting

All adjacent property owners to the proposed park site were invited to give feedback on the pro-
ject. Ten property owners participated, with the majority of participants owning property on
Patterson Street. Those living on Patterson Street were especially concerned with the preserva-
tion of their quiet street. The proposed plan showed a full access entrance within their neighbor-
hood. Mrs. Elva Reavis spoke on behalf of Patterson Street residents at the neighborhood meet-
ing and the park public input meeting. The transcript of her concerns in its entirety can be found
in the appendix. Mrs. Reavis explained that 4 out of the 5 houses immediately bordering the
park were lived in by widows. She shared further concern over the proximity of the softball
field to these homes. Additionally, she noted that the trees within the property were virgin
woods and should be preserved. Other residents wanted screening of their property from the
park with a fence and vegetation. Some residents expressed fear that their property would lose
value. Studies from National Recreation and Park Association and Trust for Public Lands de-
termined the proximity of property to parks has a positive impact on value. Two residents spoke
in favor of the plan, one owning an apartment building on Sherrils Court. The other living on
North Eastway Dr expressed her hope that the park would be built so her young daughter and
many other children could enjoy a place to play in their own community. The remaining adja-
cent property owners were neutral on development of the park and had come to the meeting for
informational purposes.

The Town of Troutman’s Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) favors connectivity. How-
ever, as noted above some of the Patterson Street property owners were opposed to the connec-
tion due to traffic concerns. The Town’s Engineer confirmed that the street was not built to ac-
commodate heavy traffic. As a compromise the Parks and Recreation Committee recommends
gating the Patterson Street connection for emergency access only. Due to the lack of opposition
from Sherrils Ct a pedestrian connection was added for access to the park. Trees along Eastway
Drive and the southern perimeter of the park will be left when possible and practical. Tree
planting, fencing, and ball netting are proposed for additional buffering of Patterson Street resi-
dences (including the Barker property).
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Stakeholder and Community Input
Public Input Meeting

The public was invited to attend a public input meeting on September 14, 2010 to exclusively
discuss the proposed park. A presentation of efforts (see youth and general public input found
in the Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan) and frequently asked questions was given,
then the floor was opened up for questions and comments by the public, and followed by sta-
tions. Nearly thirty were in attendance, the majority of which spoke in support of the plan
(transcript found in the appendix).

Station 1 Park Details: Participants were shown the preliminary park budget and the estimated
cost of items found within the Master Site Plan of the park. Using corresponding colored “dots”
the participants were shown two choices and asked to mark their preferences if applicable.

Athletic Fields

Fescue Turf ($30,000): 9
Hybrid Mix ($99,900): 1
No Preference: 4

Basketball Court

Asphalt Court ($12,000): 10
Concrete Court ($30,000): 0
No Preference: 4

Exercise Stations

Wooden Stations ($10,000): 2
Polycoated Metal ($39,000): 7
No Preference: 1

Tennis Courts

Concrete Courts ($59,800): 4
Acrylic Tops ($79,800): 4
No Preference: 5

Asphalt Trail*

5> Walking Trail ($67,720): 11
10> Multi-User Trail ($135,440): 4
No Preference: 0

*Results from the August 23, 2010 drop in meeting clearly showed the public preferred asphalt
trails; thus, varying widths were shown at the station. Several participants at the September 14
public input meeting noted that they preferred a wider trail, but had voted for the 5’ trail based
on cost. Therefore, the Committee directed the Engineer to develop a trail that could be wid-
ened at a later date. Signage should be erected and the public should be educated on sharine

trails with different user groups prior to any trail widening to minimize potential conflicts. .




Stakeholder and Community Input
Public Input Meeting

Station 2 Park Priorities: Participants were shown the proposed park Master Site Plan. ltems
shown within the proposed park Master Plan and additional elements gathered from public in-
put were listed by the plan. Participants were then given five red “dots” to prioritize the items of
greatest importance to them and give direction to the Parks and Recreation Committee as to
what elements should be included in Phase 1.

Shown
Amphitheatre: 9
Basketball Court: 2
Exercise Stations: 1
Playground: 5
Picnic Pavilion: 5
Splash Pad: 8
Soccer Fields: 5
Softball Fields: 3
Tennis Courts: 11
Trails: 15

Not Shown
Disk Golf: 5
Dog Park: 4
Football: 10
Horseshoes: 4

Following the public input meeting, the Parks and Recreation Committee discussed the results
from all the meetings. They also discussed that the proposed park site had grown to nearly 40
acres from the Committee’s attempt to accommodate the public; however, ESC had only
agreed to 20 acres. The Committee noted that by squeezing in the elements 10 acres could be
easily removed and the only facility that would be lost was the second soccer field closest to
- ) the plant. Some Commit-
ﬁi’é‘&"o (e e tee members noted  that

‘ c‘o...ﬂ““ ~ - the soccer field could also

‘ be used for football. Com-
bining the votes for soccer
= and football resulted in 15
g votes for a multipurpose
athletic field. Trails had
also received 15 votes.
# Tennis courts and the
splash pad also ranked
high.




Stakeholder and Community Input
Public Input Meeting

The Committee concluded that the splash pad and amphitheatre were more seasonable in nature
and therefore, should be developed in a later phase. They revisited the Recreational Needs Sur-
veys, confirmed that soccer, football, and trails had ranked high. Also, based on survey results
they opted for an all seasons playground and picnic pavilion with the convenience of restrooms
for the first phase. Based on all the public input they further directed the Engineer to add
“shortcut trails” to Sherrils Court and from Town Hall, move the road to the lower portion of
the park to keep all facilities together and children from crisscrossing the parking area to get to
different facilities, add a third tennis court to allow for tournament games, move the amphithea-
tre closer to concessions, restrooms, and parking for convenience, denote that the Patterson
Street connection was for emergency access only, add turnaround spaces for cars, add bus park-
ing, add additional picnic facilities, and add horseshoes.

Other suggestions from the public that the committee recommends looking into upon park de-
velopment are lighting, landscaping, safety, and educational signage for the nature trail. Light-
ing comments were geared towards visibility, safety, and energy efficiency. A detailed land-
scaping plan will be developed following approval of the Master Site Plan for the park in accor-
dance with the Town of Troutman Unified Development Ordinance (UDQ). Landscaping will
be required to buffer adjacent properties and to add shade to the parking areas. Additional land-
scaping is also proposed and recommended by the Committee for park aesthetics and additional
buffering of Patterson Street residents.

The Committee also determined that the nature trail could be included in Phase 1 as a civic
group project. The public had suggested educational signage be erected along the nature trail as
well. The two day charrette with the students of Troutman Middle School revealed aspirations
of continuing to participate in park planning and community development. Woody Keen with
Trail Dynamics, LLC notes that children should be kept in mind when trail building. He sug-
gests family involvement with trail construction, using various textures along trails, kid friendly
obstacles or elements, and signage that keeps kids plugged into the outdoors. For example at
Craters of the Moon National Monument Park in Idaho children drew pictures and developed
the text for educational signage. Following a similar approach at this park is recommended.

The National Crime Prevention Council is Isn't My Backyard!
has developed “Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design.” Part of this meth-
od includes avoidance of shrubbery which
could harbor unwanted persons. Due to
potential budget constraints in Phase 1
little to no lighting is proposed; thus, the
park should be closed after dark; unless
and until, lighting is added.

Photo by Woody Keen, Trail Dynamics, LLC




Site Development

The Parks and Recreation Committee developed the Master Site Plan and Phase 1 from recrea-
tional needs findings in the Town of Troutman Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan, in-
put from adjacent property owners, and an exclusive meeting to discuss the park site with the
public. The project was presented to and received support from the following civic organiza-
tions: Greater-Statesville Chamber of Commerce, Girl Scouts of Iredell County, Lion’s Club of
Troutman, Troutman Area Council, and Troutman Rotary Club. The site was found to be suit-
able for park development through the environmental review.

Land Acquisition: Documentation has been prepared and both parties are ready to sign pend-
ing project funding. 5.29 acres will be donated with the remaining 24.81 acres leased for 30
years (Figure 9). The property can be publicly accessed through the main entrance off of North
Avenue (road crosses Town property) or through a pedestrian connection from Town Hall, the
Richardson Greenway, or Sherrils Court. Patterson Street will be extended to create a gated,
emergency access (Figure 10).

Site Clearing: Approximately nineteen acres of trees will be cleared (Figure 9). Trees along the
southern portion of the property will be left when possible and practical. A minimal amount of
trees will be removed in development of the walking and nature trails. Additional screening is
proposed to buffer Patterson Street from the park (new trees will be planted and fencing
erected). ESC employees plants over 300 trees each year; upon park development, they plan to
assist with restoring part of the tree canopy through their annual tree planting program.
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Site Development

Program Description: The Town’s first park aims to meet the vision statement conceived by
the Parks and Recreation Committee and the public for all parks. Troutman-ESC Park will be a
high quality park that provides unique experiences for all ages, abilities, and interests. The pub-
lic input opportunities and months of discussion by the Committee based on their experiences
and the public’s input have resulted in a well designed park. The park will have traditional ele-
ments; such as, athletic fields and walking trails. It will also include innovative facilities; such
as, a creek side amphitheatre and children’s splash pad.

The park will have beautiful open spaces and protected natural areas. As funding becomes
available the Committee plans to seek additional input from the public to ensure a functional
and aesthetically pleasing park. The forested portion of the park will remain protected with only
the minimal disturbance of a meandering trail. Residents of all ages have been active partici-
pants in promoting the establishment of Troutman-ESC Park. The Troutman Youth Athletic
Association (TYAA) and community volunteers will assist the Town and County in keeping the
park clean, safe, and well maintained.

Park Maintenance & Operation: The Town of Troutman will be responsible for liability, utili-
ties, and ultimate operation of the park. To accomplish this, the Town has entered into an agree-
ment with the Iredell County Parks and Recreation Department for maintenance and scheduling
of the park. The Iredell County Parks and Recreation Department includes 11 full time and 150
part time staff and volunteers.




Site Development

The existing county fee and scheduling system will be extended to this park site. Troutman
TYAA will get first priority to park facilities. There will be no fee to enter the park, but a fee
will be required to reserve facilities. For example, if an individual, business, or organization
wishes to reserve a facility; such as, a picnic shelter or ball field they would pay a fee to ensure
availability. However, if recreational facilities are not reserved, anyone can use them at no cost.
The only exception may be the future development of the splash pad. Due to the high cost of
water and staff needed to oversee the facility during seasonal operation, a minimal entrance fee
may be established for this element.

Permits Needed: The Master Site Plan and Phase 1 have been reviewed and recommended by
the Town of Troutman Technical Review Committee, Parks and Recreation Committee, Plan-
ning Board, and approved by the Town Board. A zoning permit, landscaping plans, and engi-
neering design documents will require additional approval from Town Staff. Permits will be
needed from Iredell County for soil and erosion, building, and health inspections. Prior to con-
struction of any amenities near I-L Creek, the location of such amenities will need to be staked
and approved by the US Army Corps of Engineers. The streets adjacent to the proposed park
are Town streets and the use will not adversely affect any state streets (as parks are typically
used during off-peak hours); therefore, no permits are required from NCDOT.

Master Site Plan: See Figure 10

Phase 1: Figure 11.

o Prepare entire site for phase 1 and future phases (grading, seeding, landscaping, road, utili-
ties, parking, benches).

o Construct ADA accessible facilities including a multipurpose field (soccer and football),
picnic pavilion, playground, and walking trail (to be widened for multipurpose use in future
phases).

o Construct a nature trail along I-L Creek with civic and youth involvement.

« Screen residential properties with landscaping and/or fencing.

o Erect signage.

Future Phases:

e Recreation Facilities: amphithea-
tre, basketball court, exercise sta-
tions, horseshoe courts, multipur-
pose trail, softball fields, splash
pad, tennis courts, and walking
track.

e Support facilities: concessions,
fencing, landscaping, lighting,
picnic shelters, parking, seating,
restrooms, signage, and utilities.

cEachern Greenway, Concord



Troutman-ESC Master Plan

Page Holder (Figure 10)
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Site Development

Budget Estimate for Entire Project

ITEM QUANTITY TOTAL PRICE
Paved Trail- Asphalt 2,388 LF @$18.00/LF $106,780.00
(5’ trail with fit stations)

Playground Lump Sum $120,000.00
(surfacing and equipment)

Ball fields Lump Sum $254,320.00
(fencing, dugouts, lighting)

Basketball Court-Asphalt Lump Sum $12,000.00
Tennis Courts— Acrylic Top Lump Sum $119,700.00
Amphitheatre Lump Sum $100,000.00
Horseshoes Lump Sum $300.00
Splash Pad Lump Sum $350,000.00
Main Pavilion Lump Sum $342,000.00
(restrooms, concessions, storage)

Softball Pavilion Lump Sum $182,500.00
(restrooms, concessions, storage)

Picnic Shelter Lump Sum $10,000.00
6’ Sidewalks— Concrete 1,514 LF @ $20.00/LF $39,480.00
Benches $1,500.00/EA $16,500.00
Roads and Parking Areas Lump Sum $168,480.00
Storm Drainage Lump Sum $148,260.00
(with catch basin)

Site Preparation Lump Sum $299,410.00

(erosion control, grading, seeding, matting)

Irrigation System Lump Sum $57,000.00

(multipurpose field and playing areas)

Landscaping Lump Sum $50,000.00

Trail and Street Lighting 72@1,400.00/EA $100,800.00
Cost to Develop Project $2,477,530.00
Contingencies (5%) $123,876.50
Planning/Incidental Cost (10%) $247,753.00
Land Acquisition/Donation ($496,800.00)

Total Project Cost $3,345,959.50




Site Development
Budget Estimate Phase 1

ITEM QUANTITY TOTAL PRICE
5’ Paved Trail— Asphalt 2,388 LF @$18.00/LF $43,000.00
(wooded area)

6’ Sidewalks— Concrete 1,514 LF @ $20.00/LF $30,300.00
Roads and Parking Areas Lump Sum $140,490.00
Storm Drainage Lump Sum $145,760.00

(with catch basin)

Site Preparation Lump Sum $289,410.00
(erosion control, grading,
seeding, matting)

Irrigation System Lump Sum $38,000.00

(multipurpose field and playing areas)

Playground Lump Sum $60,000.00

(surfacing and equipment)

Landscaping Lump Sum $20,000.00

Pavilion Lump Sum $257,000.00

(with restrooms, concessions,

storage)

Cost To Develop Project $1,023,690

Contingencies (5%) $51,200.00

Planning and Incidental Land Cost (10%) $102,400.00

Land Donation/Acquisition ($496,800.00)
Total Project Cost $1,674,360.00
Total PARTF Grant Request $500,000.00
Total Local Match $1,174,360.00

(includes land donation)
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Community Input

Overall Participation

Several methods were used to gather public input in development of this plan. Troutman Middle
School students participated through a survey and two day workshop in March 2010. Surveys
were also hand delivered to South Iredell High School students. The parks and recreational
needs survey was mailed to all 1,440 water customers in April with a July 5, 2010 deadline.
Steering Committee members also hand delivered the surveys to civic organizations, work-
places, and interested persons.

Comment and input was further elicited from the public through a public input drop-in meeting
on August 23, 2010 at Town Hall. The public was also given opportunity to complete surveys at
the J. Hoyt Hayes Troutman Memorial Library for two weeks following the drop-in meeting.
The meeting was advertised in the Statesville Record and Landmark, on the Town’s website,
community bulletin board, community message sign, water bills, and with flyers. Large posters
were also displayed at Troutman Elementary School, J Hoyt Hayes Troutman Memorial Li-
brary, and Town Hall. Over 1,000 surveys were returned and 74 people participated in the Au-
gust public input opportunities.

Details of these public input opportunities are found in the pages that follow and in the appen-
dix. Recommendations based on input from the public and Steering Committee are explored in
the Recommendations section of this plan. The input from the general public and youth re-
vealed an overlap in the desire for the following recreational facilities: access to Lake Norman/
ponds/streams, walking trails, swimming pool, picnic areas, playgrounds, fitness centers, bicy-
cle trails, basketball courts, and baseball/softball fields.

Library display. Student input. Public input.




Troutman’s Youth

Public Participation of Troutman’s Youth
Following the formation of the Park Planning Committee, Troutman staff spent two days in

March with the students of Troutman Middle School (TMS) to gather the views of young citi-
zens in regards to parks and recreation. As a result 348 Middle School students filled out a rec-
reational needs survey and worked through several public input exercises. In an effort to further
include the viewpoints of the youth the Parks and Recreation Committee also solicited the input
of South Iredell High School (SIHS) students through a recreational needs survey, nearly 400
students responded. Due to logistics and time constraints the surveys were brief, but the results
provided valuable insight into the needs of Troutman’s youngest citizens.

The students at TMS were respectful, alert, insightful, and thankful for the opportunity for their
voice to be heard. The views below showcase the exuberance of youth, but also highlight a
commonality in many respects to the needs of adults.

Youth Input Exercises— “Visioning”

First students lead other students in visioning their “perfect park”, what makes parks good, and
what makes them problematic. What emerged was an image of fun, excitement, and practical-
ity. The perfect park would have an array of activities: trails, a paintball course, athletic fields,
fishing, ropes course, a pool, etc. It would also have open space, refreshments, bathrooms, and
perhaps a pond. When asked what would make a park really good they directed their peers to
jot down cell service, picnic tables, a place to dance, and for parks to offer something unique
like a petting zoo, waterslide, or foam pit. A great park would also over pour with bike trails,
athletic fields, and oversized play equipment such as “really big slides”, a “big, big trampoline”,
or a “mega [skateboard] ramp”.

Students were just as clear expressing what would make a park bad. They described a bleak
picture of unmaintained facilities (with
an emphasis on restrooms), homeless-
ness, litter, lack of trees and wildlife,
irresponsible pet owners, and nothing
for their age group to do. They also
expressed aversion to mulch (its hard
and gets in their shoes), sidewalks (the
students associate them with proximity
to traffic), and wooden benches (often
are sticky or have splinters).
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TMS Visioning Exercise Results (March 10-11, 2010)

Ideal Park

e Go cart track

o Skateboard park

e Dirt bike track

e Fun station

e Soccer field

e Chucky Cheese

¢ Playground

¢ Basketball and baseball field

e People selling ice cream from
bikes

¢ VVending machine

e Paint balling

e Bathrooms

¢ Pool

¢ Basketball court

e Swings

¢ Baseball field

e Trails

e Soccer complex

e Tennis court

e \Volleyball court

¢ Rock climbing

e Pond

¢ Ropes course

e Go cart track

e Bike trail

e Football field

e Grass field

e Sea saw

e Big trampoline

o Skateboarding

¢ Rollercoaster

e Paintball court

e Food court

¢ Rock climbing

e Frisbee golf

e Horseback riding

e Canoeing

e Golf

¢ Walking road

Good parks

Bike trails
Ducks

Kickball

Lake

Dancing

Swings

Hunting

Sea saw

Fishing

Water slide
Skateboarding
Mega ramp
Walking trail
Pool

Place to play foot-
ball

Basketball court
Batting cages
Baseball field
Bike trails
Swings sets
Monkey bars
Petting zoo
Soccer balls
Jungle gym
Spinners

Tire swings
Stuff to play on
Really big slides
Gift shop
Picture booth
Cell phone service
Picnic table

Big big trampoline
Foam pit

Full pipe
Volleyball court

Bad Parks

Nasty bathrooms
Sidewalks

Trashy grounds

Mulch in shoes

Sand in shoes

Rabid animals

Bad things in the sand box
Tree roots

Not enough trees
Sidewalk between two roads
Litter

Pet poo

Hard mulch

Litter

Wooden benches
Dangerous animals

Bad water

More trees

Sap on trees

Mulch

Not a lot of green

Nothing for older kids to do
Don’t like lines

Not a lot of animals

Doors not on restrooms
Nasty water fountain
Homeless people
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Youth Input Exercises— “Stations”
Following the visioning process, students rotated through four stations 1) to find possible park
sites in the Troutman area, 2) conceptualize a park site, 3) identify their recreational needs, and
4) complete surveys. Town staff went to TMS with the knowledge that Troutman-ESC Park
was a possibility, but prepared activities that would be of value in overall planning for parks
and recreational facilities in the years to come.

Station 1: Identify Park Sites

The first station provided large maps identifying Lake Norman
State Park, South Iredell High School, Troutman Middle
School, Troutman Elementary School, and the possible location
of Troutman-ESC Park. Students tried to find fields, wooded
areas, or a combination of both near neighborhoods and schools
for potential park sites. The students were shown how to use a
scale and instructed to keep parks one to two miles apart to pre-
vent clustering and promote distribution throughout the commu-
nity. A pattern emerged showing the need for a park centrally
located (below).
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Station 2: Develop a Site Plan

The second station also taught students about scale and park planning. Groups of four were
given the possible boundary of Troutman-ESC Park and a sheet with scaled images of various
recreational facilities. The 6th and 7th grade students were not limited by the number or variety
of facilities; they were given three simple instructions: 1) stay inside the proposed boundary, 2)
protect the stream buffer, and 3) work together to create a park. Sometimes this resulted in a site
covered exclusively in ball fields or skateboard parks, but for the most part the proposed plans
featured a variety of interests. 8th grade students were given a fourth instruction to include
some basic park components; such as, at least one parking lot, a picnic shelter with restrooms,
and trails connecting the various features in addition to facilities they felt were needed.

Recreational Facilities Choices

e Aguatic centers e Playgrounds

e Amphitheatres e Ponds

o Baseball fields e Running tracks

o Basketball courts e Skateboard park
e Community centers e  Soccer fields

o Football fields e T-ball fields

e Gyms e Tennis courts

e Horseshoes o Volleyball courts
e Parking lots o Walking trails

e Picnic shelters/restrooms

Station 3: Determine Priorities
The third exercise employed the “dot method” in which students were asked to vote on the ac-
tivities they wanted most in Troutman. Each student was given three stickers to vote with and
thirty-two activity choices. Students were allowed to place all three of their stickers on the same
activity or spread them out. SIHS students were asked a similar question on their surveys, but
given directions to choose five. The middle
school’s activity choices have been equated
to the facilities needed for such activities.
For example, the activity TMS students
most wanted to see in town parks was bas-
ketball, so on page ?? of this document bas-
ketball court is shown as their most pre-
ferred facility. Swimming could have been
categorized as a swimming pool or water
access. However, it was evident to Town
staff during the time spent at TMS that the
students were seeking a pool.
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Station 4: Surveys

The final station had students fill out a short survey inquiring about the time they spend out-
doors, what they do outdoors, where they play, and if they feel parks are needed or not needed
in Troutman. SIHS students filled out a similar survey; therefore, the results for both will be
discussed here.

The students reported that their outdoor recreational activities are limited to their personal prop-
erty, neighborhood streets, undeveloped areas, school facilities, and/or facilities outside the
Town’s control which is not surprising considering the lack of parks and recreational facilities
in the community. Despite this current deficiency 91% of TMS and 88% of SIHS students indi-
cated they spend at least 30 minutes outside each day. The top three activities that TMS stu-
dents report they participate in regularly are swimming (62%), bicycling (51%), and basketball
(50%). The SIHS students indicated the regularly participate in walking/running (59%), swim-
ming (44%), and basketball (35%).

When students were asked if Troutman needs parks, they overwhelming responded yes (94%
TMS and 83% SIHS ) with the following themes derived as to why they would be beneficial:
Provide locations for social and community gatherings

Promote an active and healthy lifestyle for youth

Offer economical and easy access to recreational opportunities

Create a local destination for fun, entertainment, and recreation

Enhance community pride and character

Keep youth safe and out of trouble

Enjoy nature and preserve open space in a growing community

5% of Middle School stu-
dents and 14% of High
School students responded
that parks are not needed
(remaining percentage stated
they were neutral) in
Troutman. The dominate rea-
son being their needs are
meet by the proximity of
Lake Norman State Park,
Mooresville Skateboard
Park, and other area facili-
ties. Other “no” responses
included concerns over costs,
traffic congestion, loss of
community character, and
lack of interest.
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Perhaps more importantly students were asked what recreational facilities they most desired:

msketball court (11.7%)

2) Soccer field (11.4%)

3) Swimming pool (10.8 %)

4) Access to Lake Norman/ponds/streams (9.6%)
(Fishing, water sports, canoeing/kayaking)

5) Football field (9.5%)

6) Skateboard park (7.6%)

7) Baseball/softball field (4.5%)

8) Miniature golf (3.6%)

9) Horseback riding trails (3.2%)

10) Ski slope (3.0%)

11) Camping areas (2.9%)

11) Rock climbing (2.9%)

11) Volleyball court (2.9%)

12) Bicycle trails (2.1%)

13) Walking/running trails (2.0%)

14) Community recreation center (1.8%)
(Arts/crafts)

15) Other (1.7%)

15) Playground (1.5%)

16) Dog park (1.2%)

17) Frisbee golf (1.0%)

18) Natural areas/open space/ gardens (1.0%)
(Bird watching, reading)

Activities with less than 1% vote:
Roller skating/ rollerblading (0.9%)
Tennis (0.8%)

Fitness center (0.7%)

Golf course/driving range (0.6%)
Picnicking (0.5%)

SIHS

1) Swimming pool (53.7%)

2) Fitness center (38.7%)

3) Playground (32.6%)

4) Walking trails (31.7%)

5) Access to Lake Norman/ponds/streams (28.4%)
6) Amphitheatre (26.4%)

7) Picnic areas (23.2 %)

8) Bicycle trails (22.3%)

9) Camping areas (21.1%)

10) Football field (20.8%)

11) Baseball/softball (18.5%)

11) Dog park (18.5%)

12) Skateboard park (18.2%)

13) Natural areas/ open space/ gardens (17. 3%)
14) Soccer field (17.0%)

15) Community recreation center (15.8%)
16) Horseback riding trails (12.9%)

16) Tennis court (12.9%)

17) Other (10.0%)*

18) Golf course/driving range (7.9%)

*Qther: Shooting range, Outdoor exercise stations,
and Amusements
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Troutman’s Public

Public Participation

The Parks and Recreation Committee served as the steering committee for this document. In
April a survey was sent out to all 1,440 water customers and the committee worked to get the
survey out to various groups in the Troutman area. The survey officially closed on July 5, 2010
with 310 participants. In early summer, staff lead the Committee through two Action Planning
workshops to determine parks and recreational needs and develop a draft vision and goals. The
public was then invited to participate in a public input drop in meeting on August 23, 2010 to
comment on the Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan and community park site. A second
public input meeting to exclusively discuss the master plan for the Town’s first community park
was held September 14, 2010. The public also had opportunities to participate through a display
at the J Hoyt Hayes Troutman Memorial Library. The public was informed of the meetings
through the newspaper ads, website notices, social media, water bills, flyers, e-mails, the scroll-
ing community sign, and word of mouth.

“Visioning”

Staff asked the steering committee the same questions asked of Troutman Middle School stu-
dents: what makes parks ideal, good, and problematic. Additionally staff asked the steering
committee to consider the threats and opportunities facing park development in Troutman. The
steering committee noted uniqueness, inclusiveness, and a nurturing community spirit make
ideal parks. Furthermore, they suggested that parks are made great with safety features; such as
lighting, visibility, maintenance, and activity. Lack of shade, poor parking, and a deficiency in
activities were reasons listed for uninviting parks. The steering committee noted opportunities
for park development in Troutman include knowledgeable citizens, proximity to water, and land
availability. Threats include development pressure, lack of a parks and recreation department,
and misconceptions (specifically, a recent announcement of a baseball complex in the county.
Some committee members expressed concern that it may appear that Troutman residents will
have access to the complex, and thus are not in need of ball fields. However, this particular fa-
cility is proposed to be a commercial training facility.)

Based on these visioning exercises and comment from the youth and general public the follow-
ing vision statement emerged:

Troutman’s high-quality parks, beautiful open spaces, protected natural areas, and innovative
recreational facilities are welcoming to all. The verdant parks have been thoughtfully de-
signed to be accessible and offer unique experiences for all ages, abilities, and interests.

The Town’s greenways offer easily navigable and integrated connections between neighbor-
hoods, community destinations, and town parks. Residents are active participants in promot-
ing the establishment of new parks and recreational programs while keeping existing facilities
clean, safe, and well maintained for the Town’s current and future residents.




Parks and Rec Committee Visioning Exercise Results (June 28, 2010)

Ideal Park

e Climbing toys

e Amusements

¢ Monkey bars

e Bike path/twisty walkway
connecting facilities

e Playgrounds by fields/facilities

e Picnic areas

e Hopscotch

e Trees

o Safe

¢ Sandbox

o Baseball field

o Basketball court

e Athletic fields

o Accessible equipment to the
handicapped community
(swings, basketball goals,
etc.)

e Swings

e Water fountain

e Shaded areas

¢ Sprayground/splash pad

¢ Restrooms near rec facilities

e Bocce court

e Concessions— ice cream

e Amphitheatre

e Open space

o Clean, well-kept restrooms

o Large shelters for gatherings

e Kiosk/information booth

¢ Good spectator seating

e Picnic areas

e Putt putt

¢ Bike trails

e Parking

e Connection to other parks with

greenway

o Cardio/ exercise station
o Nature center

e Pond/ water feature

e Fishing

e Cooking facilities

Good parks

Water feature
Visibility
Variety

1st aide station
Trees

Natural settings
Safe
Community
Lights

Clean

Paved parking
Facilities in good
condition/ well
maintained
Active park

Bad Parks

Overflowing trash-
cans

Poor parking

No variety

Flat, boring terrain
Dogs

Can’t see the park
Unsafe

Dust

Poor seating

Bad field conditions
Vandalism

No shade

Sand

Community

Bugs

Opportunities

Thre

Knowledgeable citizens re-
garding sports and recreation
Land availability
Partnership with businesses
Already have organized
youth sports

Fair amount of existing fa-
cilities nearby

Baseball park/complex
Proximity to water
Concerned citizens

County for maintenance and
management

Place for low-moderate in-
come to play

ats
Contentment with the status
quo
Aging community
Maintenance concerns
Limited resources— need
more businesses
Baseball park/complex
Parks not being kept for rec-
reational use by the
Troutman community
Roads
Land development
Lack of support
No parks and rec dept
Misconceptions
Lack of education
Funding
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Public Input Meeting 1— “Stations”

The public drop in meeting on August 23, 2010
offered several opportunities for input through
the following stations 1) goal prioritization, 2)
future park sites, 3) vision statement/ parks and
recreation plan, 4) sidewalks and trails, 5) visual
preference survey, and 6) proposed community
park site plan. The participants could visit the
stations in any order and were given a comment
sheet that correlated with the various stations.
Steering committee members were on hand to
listen to and assist the public with the stations.

The activities were set up on a smaller scale at
the library for two weeks to allow input from
residents unable to attend the first public input
meeting. Library staff handed out comment cards
to those who wanted to participate and assisted
the public with the stations. Forty-four people,
including three Aldermen, participated in the sta-
tions either through the library or drop in meet-

ing.

Vision/Comprehensive Plan Station

Several copies of the draft of this document were
available for the public to write comments in.
The planning documents noted earlier in this
document were also on display for reference by
the public. The draft vision statement and listing
of existing facilities were printed on larger sheets
for quick reference by participants. The vision
statement was well received by the majority of
public.

Proposed Community Park Station

This station gave participants an opportunity to
comment on an initial layout of ESC park. Re-
sults from this station can be found in the ESC
Master Plan.
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Future Park Station

When residential subdivisions with 10 or more lots are proposed in Troutman the developer
must provide open space in the form of parks, playgrounds, etc. However, these open spaces are
typically small neighborhood parks held in ownership by Home Owners Associations (HOAS)
and therefore, not open to the general public. The steering committee recommended dividing
the Troutman area in to four quadrants and work towards the development of community parks.
Figure 12. The steering committee and the public also emphasized the need to encourage and
support parks of all sizes throughout the Troutman area. 89% of participants indicated on the
comment sheet that they agreed with the proposed boundaries, 9% disagreed with the bounda-
ries stating Exit 42 should be the third priority and area adjacent to the park as the second. The
remaining 2% were neutral on the topic. To address the shortfalls in existing parks and recrea-
tional facilities at least one community park (30 acres minimum) should exist in each quadrant.
The top ten recreational facilities identified by the community as “needed” (on page 49) should
be developed.
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Trails and Sidewalks Station

Participants were shown maps with proposed trails from the Troutman Pedestrian Plan and ex-
isting sidewalks. They were asked to identify important destinations and draw on the map were
they would like (or would not like) to see sidewalks and trails (Figure 13). Additionally they
were asked who trail users should be. 79% of participants noted that trails should be built for
multi-users. The remaining 21% noted trails should be for a single user group. The destinations
most frequently identified as important were schools and shopping destinations.

Upon adoption of the County
Greenways Master Plan the Town
should consider further exploration
of existing and proposed trails and
sidewalks to ensure connectivity,
prioritize connections, and work
towards implementation of priority
trails and sidewalks. Trail Build-
ers, LLC. notes that trails are used
by all ages and cost significantly
less than traditional facilities; such
as, athletic fields.
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Visual Preference Station

Participants of this station were shown the following recreational element themes: amphitheatre,
trails, benches, and picnic tables. Based on their personal preference they were asked to rank
each photograph with the corresponding theme (preferred item in bold boxes).

Amphitheatre Seating

A) Folding chairs B) Terraced Concrete C) Terraced Grass D) Open Grass
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Photo by: Jan Comer Photo by: VA Museum of NH Photo by: Erika Martin
Trails/Greenways
B) Gravel C) Concrete D) Natural/Dirt

Photo by: Erika Martin Photo by: Erika Martin Photo by: Erika Martin Photo by: Erika Martin

Park Benches
A) Standard B) Divided C) Backless D) Artistic

Photo by: outdoorparkbench.com Photo by: landscapeforms.com Photo by: webcoat.com Photo by: igougo.com

Picnic Tables
A) Square B) Round C) Rectangular Theme Ratings

Amphitheatre
Picnic Tables

A) 1.75, B) 2.35, C) 3.29, D) 2.74
Photo by: cdn.com Photo by: picnictableoutlet.com | | Photo by: theparkcatalog.com A) 3.26,B) 3.21,C) 2.55

Trails/Greenways
A) 3.20,B) 2.38,C) 2.41, D) 2.13

Park Benches
A) 3.56, B) 1.86, C) 2.88, D) 1.75




Goal Prioritization Station

Some of the goals listed below are taken from previous planning efforts by the Town, the re-
maining were derived from a planning workshop with the steering committee. The public was
then invited to prioritize which goals were most important to them using the dot method. They
are ranked from highest priority to lowest below:

1) Make safety a top priority for parks, 6) Provide opportunities that create ac-
trails, and recreational areas (46 votes) cess to Lake Norman and other bodies of
water (22 votes)

2) Reinforce the sidewalk network

throughout Town (40 votes) 7) Provide broad community based rec-
reational programs to meet the needs of
3) Widen existing rural thoroughfares all age groups and abilities (20 votes)

to accommodate bicycle use (35 votes) )
8) Create a greenway (trail) network (19
4) Preserve waters, open space, and votes)

natural areas (31 votes)
9) Develop interesting/innovative park

5) Insure that parks, trails, and recrea- sites, trails, and programs (15 votes)
tional facilities are accessible to all . )

financial stability (14 votes)

11) Provide a means for social interaction
and gathering (8 votes)

12) Connect significant destinations lo-
L cally and regionally with sidewalks and
S rails (8 votes)

L e e T

Bt e o

13) Encourage the distribution of a range
.. of parks within neighborhoods and
.£ throughout the Troutman area (7 votes)
14) Encourage citizen participation in the
establishment of new parks and recrea-
tional programs (3 votes)

15) Encourage the incorporation of parks
facilities in economic development pro-
jects (3 votes)

16) Follow the comprehensive parks and
recreational plan to achieve goals (2
votes)
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Parks and Recreational Needs Survey Results

Participant Demographics

As noted earlier 310 people participated in the recreational needs survey: 38.9 % live in the
town limits, 26.1% in the Troutman vicinity, and 15.5% live in the ETJ. The remaining 19.5%
did not indicate where they live or indicated they live outside the study area.

54.7% of those surveyed were women, the remaining 45.3% male. 82% of the participants indi-
cated their race as Caucasian, 9.9% African American, 3.6% Hispanic, 3% Native American,
2% Asian, 1% Pacific Islander, and 2.3% did not answer the question or listed other. The ma-
jority of participants were between 31 and 45 years of age.

Parks and Recreation in the Troutman Area

75% of those surveyed indicated that they use parks and recreation facilities in the Troutman
Area. Participants indicated they use Lake Norman State Park is used most often (72%), fol-
lowed by the Barium Springs YMCA (44%), Troutman Elementary/Middle School (36%),
Richardson Greenway (31%), South Iredell High School (26%), and Other (6% church play-
grounds, library). A presentation by the YMCA in October of 2010 revealed that the actual use
by Troutman residents was less than 8%. When survey participants were asked where their
household used parks and recreation facilities the most, the Troutman Area came in first, fol-
lowed by Statesville, the County, and Mooresville.

Town Perception

76% of the participants agreed or strongly agreed with the following statement “The Town of
Troutman does an excellent job of maintaining the Richardson Greenway.” The remaining 24%
were neutral on the issue. 84% of the participants indicated that the Town should work towards
developing more parks and recreational facilities, with 54.7% stating they would be willing to
pay additional taxes for such services.

Richardson Greenway S PP A \lf&MM R
hardson QURCRNR iR T ek & ~i
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Parks and Recreational Needs Survey Results Continued

Recreational Activities

1) Walking/Running (63.5%0)
2) Swimming/Aquatics (47.4%)
3) Fishing (42.3%)

4) Fitness Programs (38.2%o)

5) Baseball/Softball/Kickball (36.9%0)
6) Picnicking (36.2%)

7) Reading (35.5%)

8) Basketball (34.1%)

9) Hiking (33.4%0)

10) Dog Walking (31.4%)

11) Camping (30.7%)

11) Football (30.7%)

12) Soccer (30.4%)

13) Bicycling, Road/Greenway (28%)
14) Arts and Crafts (27.3%)

14) Golf (27.3%)

15) Miniature Golf (26.6%)

16) Water Sports (25.3%)

17) Site Seeing (23.5%)

18) Tennis (20.8%)

19) Bicycling, Mountain (20.1%)
20) Solo Play (19.8 %)

21) Canoeing/Kayaking (16.7%)
22) Performing Arts (16%)

23) Bird Watching (15.7%)

23) Shooting Sports (15.7%)

24) Volleyball (12.6%)

25) Horseback Riding (10.6%)
26) Roller-Skating/ Rollerblading (9.6%)
27) Other (8.5%) *

28) Horseshoes (8.2%)

29) Frisbee Golf (7.8%)

30) Frisbee (6.1%)

31) Rock Climbing (4.8%)

32) Skateboarding (4.4%)

33) Bicycling, Motocross (1.7%)

* Other: Amusements, ATV riding, Community
Events, Geocaching, Gardening, & Travel.

Recreational Facilities

1) Walking Trails (66.9%)

2) Access to Lake Norman/Ponds/Streams (66.2%o)
3) Swimming Pool/Aquatics Center (53%)
4) Picnic Areas (49.1%)

5) Playground (48.1%)

6) Fitness Center (45.6%0)

7) Natural Areas/Open Areas/Gardens (41.8%0)
8) Bicycle Trails (35.5%)

9) Water Spray Park/Splash Pad (31.4%)
10) Baseball/Softball Fields (33.1%0)

10) Basketball Courts (33.1%0)

11) Soccer Fields (30.7%)

12) Community Recreation Center (29.3%)
13) Camping Areas (28.6%)

14) Amphitheatre (27.5%)

15) Football Field (26.5%)

16) Dog Park (25.4%)

17) Golf Course (23.7%)

17) Tennis Courts (23.7%)

18) Education Center (19.2%)

19) Golf Driving Range (18.1%)

20) Volleyball Courts (13.6%)

21) Horseback Riding Trails (10.8%)

22) Skateboard Park (5.9%)

23) Other (4.5) **

**Qther: Batting Cages
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Recommendations & Implementation
Goals & Objectives

Goals and objectives express the needs and desires of the community. They form the basis for
the following recommendations and reflect what this plan aims to accomplish. Goals differ
from objectives in that they showcase the public’s priorities and are broad statements of policy.
Objectives are strategies used to accomplish goals over time. Listed below are goals prioritized
by the community (some of the goals from the community input stations have been incorpo-
rated into similar or complementary goals).

Goal 1) Make safety a top priority for parks, trails, and recreational areas
Obijective: Maintain and inspect park equipment and facilities regularly.
Objective: Design parks that are active to keep the “eyes” of the community accountable
for each other.
Objective: Prepare an emergency management plan for all parks and review annually.
Objective: Design parks that avoid conflict between users by building trails wide
enough to accommodate pedestrians and non-motorized vehicles. Design streets and
parking areas to allow adequate and safe movement by both pedestrians, non-motorized
vehicles, and motorized vehicles
Objective: Inform the public of park safety through signage (ie “Push Panic Button to
Alert the Authorities”, “Bicyclists Must Yield to Pedestrians”, “Call 555-PARK to Re
port Damaged Equipment”, etc.)

Goal 2) Reinforce the sidewalk network throughout Town
Objective: Replace damaged or deteriorating sidewalk throughout the Town
Obijective: Build, connect, and maintain sidewalks to schools, neighborhoods, and busi
nesses throughout Town
Obijective: Use the Troutman Pedestrian Plan, results of the 2020 Comprehensive
Parks and Recreation Plan, and the Iredell County Greenways Master Plan to deter
mine where to build new sidewalks.
Obijective: Follow adopted plans to improve the Town’s walkability.




Goal 3) Widen existing thoroughfares to accommaodate bicycle use
Objective: Work with the NCDOT, developers, and other organizations to build bicycle
lanes or widen shoulders when expanding or improving roads
Objective: Participate in the Lake Norman Bicycle Route task force to assist in plan im
plementation

Goal 4) Preserve waters, open space, and natural areas
Objective: Encourage the preservation of waters, open space, and natural areas by indi
viduals, corporations, non-profits, and public agencies to enhance the livability, aes
thetic value, and nature beauty of the Troutman area
Obijective: Design parks that protect trees, streams, and other natural areas through buff
ers and efficient use of land
Obijective: Strengthen existing ordinances and establish procedures for acquiring land
for future parks and recreational facilities
Obijective: Rezone sensitive natural resource areas to conserve and protect such lands
from intense development

Goal 5) Insure that parks, trails, and recreational facilities are accessible to all members of the
community
Objective: Geographically distribute a range of parks and recreation facilities that will
provide equitable activities and access.
Objective: Include accessibility at all parks by developing standards that provide qual-
ity park experiences
Objective: Inform citizens of available parks and facilities through brochures, websites,
and other media
Objective: Include citizen participation in the decision making process and review the
2020 Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan
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Goal 6) Provide opportunities that create access to Lake Norman and other bodies of water
Objective: Acquire property or access to Lake Norman and other bodies of water for use
by the public




Goal 7) Provide broad community based recreational programs to meet the needs of all age
groups and abilities
Objective: Work with the Iredell County Parks and Recreation, YMCA, TYAA, and
other interested groups to provide wellness programs
Obijective: Inform citizens of available programs brochures, websites, and other media
Objective: Be responsive to community needs in program development and review the
2020 Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan

Goal 8) Create a greenway (trail) network
Objective: Develop trails that provide safe and secure connections between neighbor
hoods and community destinations
Objective: Work with property owners to secure property or easements for trail develop
ment
Objective: Continue to work with the organizers of the Carolina Thread Trail and Lake
Norman Bicycle Route to build regional connections and tourism
Objective: Develop cohesive signage for wayfinding between parks, schools, and other
community destinations
Objective: Use the Troutman Pedestrian Plan and results of the 2020 Comprehensive
Parks and Recreation Plan to determine where to build trails

Goal 9) Develop interesting/innovative park sites, trails, and programs
Objective: Allow ordinance flexibility in the design and creation of parks, greenways,
and open space
Objective: Work with the Iredell County Parks and Recreation, YMCA, TYAA, and
other interested persons to implement innovative programs
Objective: Provide a range of parks and recreation facilities throughout the Troutman
area

Goal 10) Operate efficiently and effectively; financial stability
Objective: Develop a Parks and Recreation Capital Improvement Plan
Obijective: Develop parks and recreation facilities that are sustainable (developing a cost
effective maintenance plan)
Obijective: Cultivate partnerships with public agencies, community organizations, corpo-
rations, citizens, and various groups to develop affordable solutions to secure land/
funding
Objectives: Actively pursue financial assistance through grant and loan programs
Obijective: Encourage community organizations and citizens to help with basic mainte
nance and clean up
Objective: Incorporate parks and recreation in economic development projects

Goal 11) Provide a means for social interaction and gathering
Objective: Encourage community events and celebrations within parks and recreational
facilities; such as, family reunions, company picnics, Arbor Day Celebrations, artistic
displays, outdoor movie nights, musical ensembles, etc.)

Objective: Include facilities in park and recreation design that will facilitate social inter
actions and gatherings; such as, picnic shelters, amphitheatres, fields, benches, etc.
Objective: Provide for educational experiences through signage and programs




Funding

Current economic conditions are creating challenges throughout the Troutman and the state;
therefore, it is vital for community leaders to be open and creative when exploring funding ave-
nues for plan implementation. A “Friends of Troutman Parks” foundation could be established
with individual and corporate member gifts to assist with ongoing land acquisition and building
of facilities. Federal and State assistance should also be explored: Clean Water Management
Trust Fund, Community Development Block Grants, NC Department of Transportation En-
hancement Funds, NC Rails to Trails, Safe Routes to School, Trust for Public Land (Carolina
Thread), Parks and Recreation Trust Fund, Wetlands Reserve Program, USDA Rural Business
Enterprise Grants, etc. The Town should consider adopting a three to five year Capital Improve-
ment Plan to steadily manage programs and facilities (example below).

Esti- FY FY FY FY
Facility or |mated |2011- |2012- |2013- |FY 2014- [2015- |Future |Related
Program  |Cost 2012 2013 (2014 |2015 2016 |Costs |Goal(s)
1,4,57,8,9,
ESC Park $2,986, 601 | - - - - - - 10, 11
Ph. 1 Facilities |$1,000,000 [$500,000 TBD
Ph. 1 Maint. TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
Phase 2 $1,000,000 |NA NA NA $1,000,000 TBD
Phase 3 $986,601 NA NA NA NA NA TBD
1,4,5,8,9,
Greenways TBD - - - - - - 10,11
Maintenance/
Improvements |TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
Expansion TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
Parks = = = = = = = 1-11
Neighborhood |TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
Land Acg. TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
Water Access |TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
Sidewalks - - - - - - - 1,2,10,11
Maintenance/ TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
Expansion TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
TYAA Support |- = > = > = > 7,9,10,11
Programs TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
Facilities TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
YMCA Support|- - - - - - - 7,9,10,11
Programs TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
Facilities TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD




Appendix

Sources & Tools Used
Benchmark CMR Inc.: Northeastern Area Plan. 2006.

Benchmark CMR Inc.: Troutman Area Land Use Plan. 2008

Benchmark CMR Inc.: Town of Troutman Unified Development Ordinance. 2006.

Centralina Council of Governments: Exit 42 Future Land Use Plan. 2000.

Centralina Council of Governments: Troutman Pedestrian Plan. 2008.

Institute of Cultural Affairs: Group Facilitation Methods. 2005 Workshop.

Lawrence Group: Commercial Design Standards. 2004.

Lawrence Group: Troutman Town and Country Plan. 2002.

National Recreation and Park Association: The Impact of Greenways on Property Values. 2005.

National Recreation and Park Association: NRPA Parks and Open Space Classifications. 1995.

National Resources Conservation Service: www.nrcs.usda.gov . 2010.

North Carolina Department of Transportation: Comprehensive Transportation Plan, Town of Troutman. 2009.

Race, Bruce and Torma, Carolyn: Youth Planning Charrettes. 1998.

Site Solutions: Comprehensive Recreation Master Plan, Iredell County. 2008.

Survey Monkey: www.surveymonkey.com. 2010.

Trail Dynamics, LLC: Leave No Child Indoors: Making Trails Interesting and Fun for Kids. 2010 Workshop.

Trust for Public Lands: Measuring the Economic Value of a City Park System. 2009.

United States Census Bureau. American Fact Finder, Troutman, NC: www.factfinder.census.gov. 2010.

United States Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory: www.fws.gov/wetlands. 2010.

Warren & Associates: Iredell County Demographic Forecast 2007-2015. 2008.




General Park Standards

The National Recreation and Park Association has developed the following classification sys-
tem for parks, open space, and trails:

Classification

General Description

Location

Size Criteria

Mini-Park

Used to address limited, iso-
lated or unique recreational
needs

Less 1/4 mile dis-
tance in residential
setting

Between 2500
sg. ft. and one
acre in size

Neighborhood
Park

Neighborhood park remains the
basic unit of the park system
and serves as the recreational
and social focus of the
neighborhood. Focus is on in-
formal activity and passive rec-
reation

1/4 mile to 1/2 mile
distance and unin-
terrupted by non-
residential roads
and other physical
barriers

5 acres is consid-
ered minimum
size. 510 10
acres is optimal

School-Park

Depending on circumstances,
combining parks with school
sites can fulfill the space re-
quirements for other classes of
parks, such as neighborhood,
community, sports complex,
and special use

Determined by lo-
cation of school
district property

Variable depends
on function

Community
Park

Serves broader purpose than
neighborhood park. Focus is on
meeting community-based rec-
reation needs, as well as pre-
serving unique landscapes and
open spaces

Determined by the
quality and suitabil-
ity of the site. Usu-
ally serves two or
more neighbor-
hoods within a 1/2
to 3 mile distance

As needed to ac-
commodate de-
sired uses. Usu-
ally between 30
and 50 acres

Large Urban
Park

Large Urban parks serve a
broader purpose than commu-
nity parks and are used when
community and neighborhood
parks are not adequate to serve
the needs of the community.
Focus is on meeting commu-
nity-based recreational needs
as well as preserving unique
landscapes and open spaces

Determined by the
quality and suitabil-
ity of the site. Usu-
ally serves the en-
tire community.

As needed to ac-
commodate de-
sired uses. Usu-
ally a minimum
of 50 acres with
75 or more acres
being optimal




Classification System Continued

Classification General Description Location Size Criteria
Lands set aside for preservation
Natural Re- of significant natural resources, Resource availabil- _
source Areas remnant Ian_dscapes, open ity and Opportunity Variable
space and visual aesthetics or
buffering
Effectively tie the park system I
CIEEEYE components together to form a :_\t)e?nug%a av:r'tljﬁ::' Variable
continuous park environment. y PP y
Consolidates heavily pro- Dr%t% LT;gedde_by
grammed athletic fields and Strategically lo- ﬁwag]d usually a
Sports Com- associated facilities to larger gicatly fo- o y
. . cated Community- | minimum of 25
plex and fewer sites strategically . - .
wide facilities acres with 40 to
located throughout the commu- X
. 80 acres being
nity ;
optimal
Covers a broad range of parks
Special Use and recreation facilities ori- Variable — depend- Variable
Park ented toward single-purpose ent on specific use
use
Private Park/ . I :
Recreation Fa- Parks and recreational facilities | Variable — depend- Variable

cility

that are privately

ent on specific use




Surveys (Troutman Area Parks and Recreation)

Troutman Area Parks and Recreation Survey

1. Where do you live? Refer to map above.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Town limits 38.9% 118
Extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) 15.5% 47
Troutman vicinity 26.1% 79
Other (please specify) 19.5% 59
answered question 303
skipped question 7
1 8 1" 2l [ " f
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2. Gender. Check one.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Male 45.3% 140
Female 54.7% 169

answered question
Skipped question




Troutman Area Parks and Recreation Survey Continued...

3. Ethnic background. Check all that apply.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count

African American 9.9% 30

Asian American 2.0% 6

Caucasian 82.2% 250

Hispanic 3.6% 11

Native American 3.0% 9

Pacific Island 1.0% 3

Other (please specify) 2.3% 7
answered question 304

skipped question 6

I one gven
2, White

). European American

4. What are the ages of the members in your household? How many in each age group? Note number for
#

Re-
Answer Options 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 spons
e
Under 6 48 19 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 70
6-12 67 33 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 103
12-17 40 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 57
18-30 59 21 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 81
31-45 71 79 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 150
46-55 51 33 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 84
56-65 29 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49
Over 65 31 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 44
Ques-
tion

answered question 309
skipped question 1




Troutman Area Parks and Recreation Survey Continued...

5. Does your household use parks and recreation facilities in the Troutman area? Check one.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Yes 75.2% 228
No (skip next question) 24.8% 75
answered question 303
skipped question 7

6. My household uses the following parks and recreation facilities in the Troutman area on a regular basis.
Check all that apply.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Barium Springs YMCA 43.6% 103
Lake Norman State Park 71.6% 169
Richardson Greenway 30.5% 72
South Iredell High School 26.3% 62
Troutman Elementary/Middle School 35.6% 84
Other (please specify) 5.9% 14
answered question 236

skipped question 74




Troutman Area Parks and Recreation Survey Continued...

7. Where does your household use parks and recreation facilities the most? Check one.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
County (Stumpy Creek/Outdoor Center/ etc.) 14.1% 40
Mooresville (Liberty Park/Skate park/ etc.) 6.0% 17
Statesville (Aquatics center/greenway system/ etc.) 15.2% 43
Troutman (Lake Norman State Park/ etc.) 59.4% 168
Other (please specify) 5.3% 15
answered question 283
skipped question 27

u
a9

8. The Town of Troutman does an excellent job of maintaining the Richardson Greenway. Check the
statement that best reflects your opinion.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count

Strongly agree 29.5% 85

Agree 46.9% 135

Neutral 23.6% 68

Disagree 0.0% 0

Strongly disagree 0.0% 0
answered question 288

skipped question 22

9. Do you think Troutman should develop more parks and recreation facilities? Check one.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count

Yes 84.4% 238

No 15.6% 44
answered question 282

skipped question 28




Troutman Area Parks and Recreation Survey Continued...

10. What are your household's 10 most preferred recreational activities? Select 10 from the list below.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Arts and crafts 27.3% 80
Baseball/softball/kickball 36.9% 108
Basketball 34.1% 100
Bicycling (mountain) 20.1% 59
Bicycling (motocross) 1.7% 5
Bicycling (road/greenway) 28.0% 82
Bird watching 15.7% 46
Camping 30.7% 90
Canoeing/kayaking 16.7% 49
Dog walking 31.4% 92
Fishing 42.3% 124
Fitness programs 38.2% 112
Football 30.7% 90
Frisbee 6.1% 18
Frisbee golf 7.8% 23
Golf 27.3% 80
Hiking 33.4% 98
Horseshoes 8.2% 24
Horseback riding 10.6% 31
Miniature golf 26.6% 78
Performing arts (dance, theatre, etc.) 16.0% a7
Picnicking 36.2% 106
Reading 35.5% 104
Rock climbing 4.8% 14
Roller-skating/rollerblading 9.6% 28
Shooting sports 15.7% 46
Site seeing 23.5% 69
Skateboarding 4.4% 13
Soccer 30.4% 89
Solo play (monkey bars, slides, swings, etc.) 19.8% 58
Swimming/aquatics 47.4% 139
Tennis 20.8% 61
Volleyball 12.6% 37
Walking/running 63.5% 186
Watersports (wakeboarding, boating, etc.) 25.3% 74
Other (please specify) 8.5% 25
answered question 293

skipped question 17




Troutman Area Parks and Recreation Survey Continued...

11. What are your household's 10 most preferred recreational facilities? Select 10 from the list below.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Access to Lake Norman/ponds/streams 66.2% 190
Amphitheater (open air theatre) 27.5% 79
Baseball/softball fields 33.1% 95
Basketball courts 33.1% 95
Bicycle trails 35.5% 102
Camping areas (RV or tent) 28.6% 82
Community recreation center 29.3% 84
Dog park 25.4% 73
Education center 19.2% 55
Fitness center 45.6% 131
Football field 26.5% 76
Golf course 23.7% 68
Golf driving range 18.1% 52
Horseback riding trails 10.8% 31
Natural areas/open areas/gardens 41.8% 120
Picnic areas 49.1% 141
Playground 48.1% 138
Soccer fields 30.7% 88
Skateboard park 5.9% 17
Swimming pool/aquatics center 53.0% 152
Tennis courts 23.7% 68
Volleyball courts 13.6% 39
Walking trails 66.9% 192
Water spray park/splash pad 31.4% 90
Other (please specify) 4.5% 13
answered question 287

skipped question 23




Troutman Area Parks and Recreation Survey Continued...

12. Would you be willing to pay more taxes for better recreation services? Check one.

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count

Yes 54.7% 156
No 45.3% 129
answered question 285
skipped question 25

13. Please feel free to make additional comments regarding parks/recreation in the space below.

Answer Options Response Count

71
answered question 71
Skipped question 239

1. was hard 1o pick only 11 any and all would great!

2. What are ya'll thinking. Troutman is a small Town that is growing fast There's not
a ot of room &R for parks and recreation

3. Having a nice vanely of parks is important (o the family unit and to the indmdua
person. More recreation and park areas thildren, teens and adults more

activities 1o choose from and In turn res

4. Call me | have a dearee In Parks and Recreation. Chip Smith
>

6. Should be careful not to over duplicate leading 1o non-use

7. |feel that recreational parks should have more things to do do keep children

d park for preschooiers in Colorado, was delightiul- Adults sat on
ould view kids running thru sprinkiers. Had pavallic

r shade- very nice fo have one here

ould run and sxercise- or

Charloft

10. ccer fields. There are none for our kids to
use and piay on

11. wish we had 3 greenway that was not in the middie of fown by all the cars

12. A swim area (pool) and playground are greally needed

13. Troutman Rocks)

14. We're in need of more <




Troutman Area Parks and Recreation Survey Continued...

15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

23.
24,
25.

27.

31

Dont understand why the greenway is named the "Richardson Greenway" and
not “the Troutman Greenway”

*SIGHT" Seeing

)

more private walk-ways or iraiis would be heipful
it may be worth it

Read my lips: NO NEW TAXES!

Paying taxes for something that can be used by everyone Is much befter than
paying for things used by only a select few people. | am more than willing o pay
more taxes for recreation faciliies if we can eliminate some of the ulterly useless
programs paid for with the people’s money

nature ralis wianimal habitats
THIS IS AWESOME
Thank you!

I'd be willing to pay lots and lots more taxes Use the sewere row and make
mare natural areas 1o walk ESC has 3 lot of land behind city hall

Part of the job of living in Troutman is having so many aclivity areas thal you can
get to by walking | would love o see the old tennis courts at Troutman Middie up
and running again. Also, teens are breaking the equipment at the playground on
Mills 51 | have seen them and donYwant the church fo no lenger allow use
becausa of the destructive behavoir of 2 teens

No adeguate park in Troutman. Playground we have used was at Methodist
Church downtown with old damaged play equipment

Greenway IS hard 1o access from my house. No sidewalk that altaches to the
greenway

| might pay more taxes if the parks contained things that | look for in a park, |
would like a real swimming pool and not a lazy river

My water hill has been more than electric for years, now you want more. Just
when we can least afford It Someone has to have the balls to say "NO " Now Is
"Not" the time for recreational anything. it will be years before we are there. Ifyou
have money to spend put it toward the water problem. We donl live in Obama
land. Don't spend or plan to spend what we don't have. The greenway is a perfect
example ofthe Feds' cantrolling what Troutman, NC does. The greenway looks
good, is used and Is well maintained (by the Troutman taxpayers). They "gave”
us money, told us what had to be done with it, we had to match it, and we the
Troutman taxpayer have to pay $50,000 to maintain it annually. Would you do that
atyour houge? If not don't do itto us anymore. We can not afford it. Now is not the
time to be spending money on new projects. We are having trouble paying for old
projects, We are paying for decisions Laurin Powell made years ago. | was thers
Stop spending!

Co-sponsor more events with Lake Norman State Park It would generate more
revenue locally i.e. bike events and trail, birdwatch in town, community days,
beautification.




Troutman Area Parks and Recreation Survey Continued...

3.

33.

35.

37,

38.

40.

4.

42,

43.
44,

45.

46,

a7,
48,

Co-sponsor more events with Lake Norman State Park. It would generate more
revenue locally i 2. bike events and trail, birdwatch in town, community days,
beautification

Willing to pay more taxes after the streets are repaired

Police need 1o crack down on noise, especially trucks changing gear or so called
“Jake brakeing® going uphill on 115-21 almost across the street from city hall

We were sad to see the canoe rantals closed down in LNSP. Canlwe geta
private company, Troutman or lredell County o rent canoes? Why do we have {0
rely on government?

Greal job. We need parks and a swimming pooll

Greenway could use more flowering shrubs and flowers and maybe a coi pond
I'm B0 years old- a place for senior citizens 1o play cards, bingo, efc. A playground
would be nice for the children

I'would love 10 see a dog park We had one before moving to Troutman & we
really miss it | would like to see a recreation area with a dog park, playground
area for the kids, & walking traills. Also, a splash pad like Birkdale would be so
much fun

it would be nice to have a community park wath tennis courts, swimming pool,
kiddie water park, fitlness center, playground, walking rail, picnic area, elc

| feel that having recreational activities make Troutman a better piace to live. | love
the greenway. My finances arent strong anough to suppor this but could in the
future

I think we can raise money for needed parks & recreations without having to
raise taxes and make a hardship on everyone. There are alot of fund raisers that
are alot of fun to do like silent auctions, poker runs, port-a-pits, efc, just o name
a few. Best of luck

We are a ver active family of 2 adults and though we wnjoy and greatly appraciate
community outiets 1o recrestion, we in no way feel it is the governments place to
provide it

Bring on walking trails

Need a place for skalebards 10 keep them off sidewalks and out of road. All
No more taxes!l We pay plenty and have little in return. | don't use these types of
facilities and our town 15 too big nowt

A performing ans In the Town of Troutman can benng families to use our local
restaurants. Extra income coming from commaerical (taxes) can help 1o subsidize
expences incured (n the construction of the performing art canter

Tennis court opportunity Is a must! Have a travel to Statesville to play and you get
there and all courts are taken

No new texs beacause not enough poeple use the facllities we have now,

Troutman needs a sports complex, One that combines the best of Stumpy Creek
and the Statesville Soccer Complex




Troutman Area Parks and Recreation Survey Continued...

49,

51

53

55.

57.

59.

61.
62
63.

65,

67.

70.
7.

As | pay city and county taxes, | am not really interested In increasing that bill, but |
would consider 3 small Increase reasonable If it used 1o pay for additlonal
parksfrecreation In Troutman. Good Luck!

Work on the roads- potholes, repaving, repailr it. Work on the Infrastructure first -
water and sewer system expences. Increase the police department salaries. |
don't want my tax dollars going for recreation when there are much more
important things 1o be done. Use the tax money on water and sewer and road
repair and not ralse the rates

We are living In the Troutman City Limits but we should not have 1o pay 1o use certain faciiibes
The land north of the police stalion would make a nice pathway thiu 3 wooden area

Taxes 100 high now During economic down lumns is nol the time 10 bulld more drains on Indvdual income
by Increase faxes for non necessary projects Ywake up people, let the 13 payer keap more money in hisher
pocket Ywhen imes area good again, then bulld parks

The local area has enough recreational areas for our neads. YWhat we need is a local artsicrafts center for
classes

| love going 1o the State Park but wish there was a playground. The State Park will be great when my son is
older but | would love a playground for this age

Do not spend time finding ways 10 increase tax base This is govermning the wrongway Do look for ways to
decrease tax base

We do not use parks Dus 1o financial needs such 3s schools, help school, pay theirs We pay tazes so why
raisa playgrounds. Do ke we did, piay In a rocky field. Didnt hurt me and d wont hurt foday’s kids, Tired of
paying taxes and go up on water. Use some common sensal Let families pay for own facilites f thats what
they want

would love 2 playground in LNSP

We love the guided Lake Norman State Park Ranger programs. Please continue to provide them - these
outings are so important for the children

Qur greenway 15 night In the middie of lown (no greenery, nature - jJust care & exhaush Morganton, NC has 3
wonderful greenway with a park, river, softball field, restrooms, | think even canoeing Martha's Park Is a park
for kids with swings, slidas, picnic areas, and a pad with water shooting up from the ground

Rush hour fraffic { County Fairgrounds used for more events!
Just moved o NC. Still gefting acguainted with the ares
What is the Richardson Greenway? Eventhing is fine. Leave #t alone

A playground built in Lake Norman State Park would likely draw more families with childeen 10 the park Also,
3 playground bulll next to the new Library would be great!

Belng Ine way the aconomy is today and most families struggling 10 make eneds meet - why would the town
even consider raising taxes to accomdale recreational areas? There must be someplace in our town's
budget that can accomadate axira funding for parks

That the parks be in the Clty limits

Qur community desperately needs athletic figlds for our children 10 play on. We need a safe place for them to
grow and develop skills,

Mn nnt raies nw tavanl

Wa need to provide for our youth in exercise
We need a place to recycle in Troutman, Please! )

Would Tike 1o be more informed of activities going on In Troutman (before they are taking place)




Troutman Middle School Surveys

1. Gender (Check one):

ey
Female |

2. Grade Level (Check One):

€ Create Chart ¢ Download

Response
Percent

48 4%

51.6%

answered question
skipped question

Response
Count

168

179

a7
1

& Create Chart ¢ Download

th —
7th _—
8th ===

3. How much time do you spend outdoors each day? (Check One)

Response
Percent

35.9%

28.1%

359%

answered question
skipped question

Response
Count

124

a7

124

345

@ Create Chart & Download

Less than 15 minutes

15 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

1 hour

More than 1 hour

Response
Percent

Response
Count

21

o
(5}

L)
o

173

346




Troutman Middle School Surveys Continued

4. Which (if any) do you use for outdoor activities? (Check all that apply) & Create Chart  Download

Response Response

Percent Count

Backyard, front yard ] 77.8% 270
Lake Norman State Park [ 236% 82
Mooresville parks =i 12.1% 42
Neilghborhood park [Ie—1 15.3% 53
Neilghborhood street [ — 34 6% 120
Richardson Greenway @ 32% 11
School playground/athletic fields [ 38.3% 133
Statesville parks i—] 19.0% 65
Parking lot ==t 15.9% 55
Woodsigrassy field — 37 8% 131
YMCA [ 32.6% 113
O i Sy — 15.0% 52
Show Responses

answered question 347

skipped question 1
L Zasmzan TR e R T T T —— 46. Nooe of them
Fiends Renividel posie »n <1 s 47, gmouthes

1 W0OIsHta 43N gan e Thounman 0. Rasrenall coun AN Banbey Soccer compla
4 Touts Hangng out with Rends . Basresall coun 4. Terews coort
3 Viewe A para S0. Wanhing asawhers
b w e
T T - M, gandmas house 2. O e

3N, ale par

» A0l Yot 40

32, wllerbsibanebal
W Arams 2eCNUSS Daiw i AN naar My M .

33, Denbey Catilel
" . w3008 Dery [ —

34, e on ool
°

35 Mouse
) - - .
" . Mocuss acks

15 Granhdmothers house 37, Doy Lok

3. Mosocrues TRk

18, Rosds

17, Statesvie rec 0. L

" L= 40, o play wmn my bb gun
" havane “

0 Everywhis | wand 42, Rassemall

M. L 4, WONa Pan

I3 NWghbom ywd &4, Taampolme

I3 Wyawing ael 45, Plapng spoms




Troutman Middle School Surveys Continued

5. Which (if any) outdoor activities do you participate in? (Check all that & Create Chart & Download
apply)

Response Response

Percent Count

Arts and crafts il 233% 81
BasebalVsoftballkickball [ 451% 157
Basketball il 50.3% 175
Bicycling e —— 50.6% 176
Bird Watching = 86% 30
Camping === 34 5% 120
Canoeing/kayaking r— 17.0% 59
Dog walking fre———— 31.9% 111
Fishing =1 38.2% 133
Fitness programs (dance, martial arns, ect.) [I=—== 218% 76
Football i ———ii 411% 143
Frisbee =il 16.1% 58
Frisbee golf e 10.3% 35
Horseshoes il 132% 45
Horseback niding 11— 19.5% 68
Picnicking — 18.1% 63
Putt-putt JDR— 29.9% 104
Reading 1 23.3% a1
Rock-climbing — ] 29.6% 103
Roller-skating/rollerblading [ 26.1% 91
Site seeing d 12.4% 43




Troutman Middle School Surveys Continued

Picnicking [ 18.1% 63
Putt-putt e 29.9% 104
Reading —i 233% 81
Rock-climbing —_— 296% 103
Roller-skating/rollerblading —_— 26.1% 91
Site seeing J— 124% 43
Skateboarding — 325% 113
Snow sports {sledding, skiing, etc.) — 30.5% 108
Soccer | 40.5% 141
Solo play (monkey bars, slides, swings, ect) I 261% 91
Swimming e — | 62.4% 217
Tennis [ 25 6% 29
Volleyball P 206% 103
Walking/hiking/running —_ 453% 161
Water sports (wakeboarding, boating, etc.) | 35.8% 128
Dl e ety — we
answered question 348

skipped question 0
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Troutman Middle School Surveys Continued

6. Do you think Troutman needs parks? Why or why not? ¥ Download

Response

Count
e Response 0
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Troutman Middle School Surveys Continued
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Troutman Middle School Surveys Continued

7.
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258,
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yes Decause we domt have one

Yes 30 Kids will have more 1o do

Yus o make it more interasting far he Fids

Y45 Decause &5 Denafaal and helpaul & will ne 3 Yot of fun 10 have our own pan
¥as Troutman sucks

y35. nothing 10 90, bonng

Yas pecause A will be 3 good place forf Kds 10 ergay themssies
KdsAsenagers need a Qathading placs

Yes because parks see fun 308 Dring 4 ot of Juy

Yea we need 3 place 1o hang with ends and s feel safe

Yas | do Because, ds nead places (o play

Yus 50 peogiaiids can get outside and be active

Yos. 50 poopie will D8 Morw Scve

Yus DRCAUES We Nave 10 Q0 10 Mooteswile or Stateswiie o play!
Yos. Decause every Na In Troutms 1S bored &ll the me

Yas Decausa Mis is 3 bonng lown. Pleass maka i fun %or us Kids
Yes Decause chilldran have noming 1 go

Vas

Yoo Sulihey need o be 2afe

Yoa ey ae un

Yos. preserve nature
ik we do | thnk we should because Troutman needs more 5l %o do
Ya5_ 50 pecple can erjoy the ouldoors wihoul leawn g Inair town

Iek we nesd mare athielic faolities (rocreaton parks) and playgrounas for
nds

No, becauses parks are all old and shs

Yos 40 Mends can hang out ihers

Yo becsuse wo have 4 1ol of lave aren

Yoo ) 4o think fat Troutman needs 3 park 30 children can play of have A pric
Yas twould bs fun

Yos, becaune o |0t of paople Mee playng and S and Itd be Datter If they were
cosur

Yas. twould be nice to have & park | could 1o vasy

Yos. Troutman neads parks why” Because it can help bring e hure to
Troutman and help improve ihe lown

Mo | dont know f anyone would use f
Yoah, because | need somawhers 10 sxateboare

AL

>

Decause s good
Yeu becauss mere i really nol much o do in Troutman
Yaa becsuss wo heed places 1o play apoay In our spiare ime

Yau ere a0 many Mds such &5 ma thal fve in a2 Yownhouse that gont have
yards | wolsd lie 10 have one near me 54 | can hang out with Mands and play
sporty

Yosh! because then ws can play footba® with the neighborhood
Yos DACIUSS PeOpie need places 1o seatabosd
Yod Decause many people wolld go

Yos becauss | can play footbah

Yoi D4CEGE f ol VS GE SOMETENG 12 JU 0N SRMEN3E $NT SIS OF N
sCnaol

YA5 52 we all Nave MO An

Yes 53 we hawe r00m 1o play
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South Iredell High School Surveys

1. Gender (Check one):

& Create Chart ¢ Download

Male

Female

2. Grade Level (Check One):

Gth
10th

11th

12th

J. How much time do you spend outdoors each day? (Check One)

Less than 15 minutes
15 minutes
30 minutes
45 minutes

1 hour

More than 1 hour

Response Response

Percent Count
48.7% 174
51.3% 183

answered guestion 357
skipped question 2

& Create Chart ¥ Download

Response Response

Percent Count
252% 20
28.9% 103
28.0% 100
17.9% 64

answered question 357
skipped question 2

c.< reate Chan ‘ Dovwmioad

Respoase Response

Percent Count
6.7% 24
59% 21
12.6% 45
6.7% 24
17.6% 63
50.4% 180

answered question 57
skipped question 2




South Iredell High School Surveys
4. Which (if any) do you use for outdoor activities? (Check all that apply) & Create Chart & Download

Response Response

Percent Count
Lake Norman State Park =] 355% 121
Mooresville parks/recreation facilities [ 20.5% 70
Neighborhood park fr— 10.3% 35
Neighborhood street [e— 39.0% 133
Richardson Greenway/sidewalks [ 5.0% 17
School playground/athletic fields [ 26.7% a1
Statesville parks/recreation facilities (R 18.5% 63
YMCA — 29.9% 102
Other (please specity)
Show Responses — 26.1% 89
answered question M
skipped question 18
1. Mourtains 21. woods 41. myyaa 63 woods 87. Fishing pona
72. BACKYARD 42, Mytarm o 88 Nooe
2. Front yard 2 ” :
23. my neighborhodd 43. Tennis cours o R ot 89. Baoyad

3. My font yard

66. My yaro
backya 44, Myhouss sofiball field
4. Golds Gym 24. dackrard 67. Backystd
25. mowlawns 45. Homets Nest Park
5. Skate pant 68
6. Home AN . 46. Athome 69. pona{Quail Hollow)
v 21. backyard 47. Shopping/ Camowmings 70 THE LAKE
. ’ | R
AR 48. BACKYARD 71, FRONT YARD
8 Lake e = o
20 B wekiis herne 49, CATAWEARIVER 72. STUMPY CHREEK
9. Quanis house 73, WORK
30. mySeis 50. ANDERSON PARK
10. My yard - - 74 REC CENTER
1. oot . THELSE 1. SOCCER COUMLEN 75. BACKYARD
- —— 52 BACKYARS 76, THE LAKE
12. mw g o 53 BACKYARD 71, iacross
. w3
1), myrash can = 54 VOORESVILLE SMATEPARN 7B. Wy house

34, outside my house

14. myhouse 55 THE LG 79. Mytoad
tsh
15, my house s . 80. OUTSIDE AT MY HOUSE
36. downtown Youtman 57. my e =
16. my house .
3. myyad et 82. myyard
7. ywd S8 REC CENTER
= 3. mowyaids 83, Lake
18, BACKYARD 0. HOME
30. Jelon Pary, Comelius 84, FRIENDS
19. myhouse 1. Wy dacnywa mrem
20 40. Myhouse pool © 85.. DRAG STRS

86, THE WOODS & STUFF




South Iredell High School Surveys Continued

5. Which (if any) outdoor activities do you participate in? (Check all that @ Create Chart & Download
apply)

Response Response

Percent Count

Arts and crafts - 11.5% 41
Baseball'softball’kickball — 24 5% 87
Basketball _ 352% 125
Bicychng (mountain) pra— 118% 42
Bicycling (motocross) = 6.8% 24
Bicycling (road/greenway) — 17.2% 51
Bird Watching el 39% 14
Camping "] 30 7% 100
Canoceing/kayaking [ 12.1% 43
Dog walking ——— 31.0% 110
Fishing sl 34 4% 122
Fitness programs {dance, martial arts, ecL) = 14.1% 50
Football [E——1 285% 101
Frisbee [— 89% 35
Golt jre— 09% 35
Hiking = 18 6% 66
Horseshoes = 6.8% 24
Horseback riding i 11.3% 40
Picnicking [Ire— 15.2% 54
Minature goif ys— 13.0% 48
Performing arts (dance, theatre, e1c.) fiid 13.0% 45
Reading il 239% 85
Rock-climbing [T==1 11.0% a9
Roller-skating/rollerblading =] 10.4%




South Iredell High School Surveys Continued

Site seeing [E—
Skateboarding ==

Soccer (IS

Solo play (monkey bars, slides, swings, ect.) iy

Swimming [
Tennis

Volleyball

Water sports (wakeboarding, boating, etc.)

Other (please specify)

Show Responses

===
f—
Walking/running 'y
-
==+

1. Wering 25 Playwiih myss

2 nEsle AN 26

3 Rslanng tanmng 27. PANTBALLIRSOFT
4 Cheansaong 28. WORK

S water pod 28, RUGEY

6. WRESTUN 0. PANTBALL

7. uting 31. POGO STICKING

B Mowng ora 32. EXTREME HOP SCOTCH
8. bulling naing 33 TANONG

"W 3N

1. baowywe b3

12. bdoabny 35

13 ATV, an taing 37

W ovng 3%

"% iz

16, Lacrosss 40

17. SHOOT 4. GOuF

1. TARKET SHOOTING HUNTING 42. GOLF MIMNATURE GOLF
1"

Py

.. RUNIENG

2. WORKNG
Fa

M. Pty

124%

9.9%

24 5%

14 4%

17.5%

118%

answered question
skipped question

44

42

355




South Iredell High School Surveys Continued

6. Which recreational facilities do you think Troutman needs most? @ Croate Chart & Download
(Select 5 from the following list)

Response Response

Percent Count

Access areas to Lake Norman, streams, or — 28.4% 97
ponds

Amphitheater IS 26.4% 80
Bicycle trails IS 22.3% 76
Basoball'softballkickball helds [— 18 5% 63
Camping areas i 211% 72
Community recreation center [ 15.8% 54
Dog park R 18.5% 63
Fitness center [Trm—1 28 7% 132
Football field I 20.8% "
Golf course/range [ 7.9% 27
Horseback riding trails s 12.9% 44
Natural areas, open areas, gardens i— 17.3% 50
Playground [ 32.6% m
Picnic areas rE— 232% 79
Skateboard park [m—1 18.2% 62
Soccer field i 17.0% 58
Swimming pool/aquatics center _ 53.7% 183
Tennis court =" 129% 44
Walking tradls IS 3I17% 108
OOy Gsscs spesi) (- 10.0% 34

Show Responses

answered question 341
skipped question 18




South Iredell High School Surveys Continued

do
~
m T
" \
w2l pl
MO

'

24

25

26

7.

28

a“

42,

* Download

Response
Count

304

answered question 304
skipped question 55

A would Increase activites in Trouima

Yos, all we have is he sidawalk o

Yeés Decause dl dosanthave one

Yes, 50 he Kds will have 3 piace ta go ana hang out

1 0eeds 3 park wilh Sasksthall goals ang eventhing 5

No, Ihere 3¢ nice parks in neighbanng cbes
Y&s, Decause gas is 100 high to ba nding up and down fom Mooresviia
Yo%, 50 ¥ds can go play
Ye
ihe skale park isn far aw

Yes, Mds need a place whaere ey Can gal away from he stresses of life 0 have lun

ang be with fends

& Mots of people use pans for picnickang

0% 530 paople have a place fo go redax in Troutrman
yes whals a Deller way 10 Spend Mmore mone
Y83, 5O WE £3an Nave SomMe More popufant

03, DOCaISe peopie wanl 1o Samp and 9o 10 parks 1o relax




South Iredell High School Surveys Continued

26.
.

29,

n
J2.
33

35,

7.

39,
40,
a4,
4.
a3,

45,

ar

49
S0

51

5
53
54

55
56.
51,

50.

62
81

Yes, 3il we have |5 e sidawalk to have acivees
Yes, bocauze i doosnt have ane
Yes, =0 the Wds will have 3 piace to go and hang out

Yes. Troutman needs a park walh basketdall goals and evenming 50 we can have
fings 1o do

Yes, 50 peopie can be oulsice more

We aiready have a parc

No.there are nice parks In neighborng oies

Yeu, Decause gas i3 100 high to be nding up and down fom Maoressille
Yes. =0 Wds can Qo play

Yes!

No, the skale park isn far away

Yes, Wads nead 3 piace where Mey can Qet away rom Me stresses of life 1o have lun
and de with fnends

Yes, because lots of paople use pans for picnicking

y&S 30 peopie have 3 place 10 Qo retax in Troutman

yes, whals 3 bafler way 10 Spend more monsy

793, 50 Wi Can have 3oma mory populanty

jes, because people wan! 1o Camp and Qe 10 parks 1o relax

Yes! A park in Troutman 15 very much needed A park in Troutman will provide 3
COMITRINY With vanous acivilies and a opporfunity to go ouiside and ba achve Yes,
W a0 N S0 economic downtum but | Bellove If thes communily really needed one wi
could raiae ane rom our dwn pockets

Yes_ It will provics s way for people to get out and get heafity. it will 3lso enforce
happiness mixad with fun

1 boleve 2 park in Trouiman would be 3 positive, peaceful place for peopie 1o go |
pefieve many people would enjoy a park for exerciang recealian, and eic

No

Yes, thare are a ot of ds and ey would go out more £ Mers was 3 park

Yes, |tk Troutman needs 3 park because Troutman 15 really small and borng
Thes widy people wont nave 10 9o 1o Stateswile or Mooareaville's parks if they live in
Troutman

Fmindifferent. | probadly wouldnY use it

NoO. Lake Norman i3 nght iare

Most Kas go o Statesvile of Mooreavile parks B wolld Be nice 10 have
someihing coaer 1o home other Ihan ®e yard

yes
You, bocause More 18 no actual park around and many people will use

yes becauss Il would Qive kids somewhare (0 hang and sty out of roudle and
stay 2

you_ I mink € needs something new and excting
yas. becauise there's nofung fo do
yas dnving 1o Statesville & Mooteavitie is 2 long Orve

yos A will give us somathing o B0, Plus ws Gont have 1 drive 10 00 10 aneof the
olher pars

yoa. A wolusd halp people
yo£

you. because Il would help the commuinty and more people would go walking
hare

Y5, ey need 1o gt More erercise
yui for the kids 1o play on

YEE. DIC people woulant be complain about skaleboasding bic thisy alrt got
nowhere olse to uxate

65.

3

70
A

T
n.
(L)
75
L8
.

",
L I3

85,

L1

"

9.
LA

5.

L L

101
w0
10
104

105
106
107.
1oL
"0e.

y25 3 skateDoad park Decause thare are 3 kot of aklers win no wear 1o skats nad
they get arrested and i troudés for skahing on the streets

yes 10 keep Kida oul of routile and heallhy
¥85 f would be cool
no

pool

nope we already have Lave norman Stade park

PArvs are aways 9ood

you_ have 2 place to spend Nie day wih your farmily and He active
no Dechusa | am nol Qoing be here ned year

Yos_ everyone could accass the cutdoors

yed to promote exercise and preservaion

Yo DeCatsse we ¥hould have some where 10 0O on our free ime
y95 decause koutrnan is borng

78 1Or frercise and recreation

I

no Decsuse there i3 Luke Norman State park down ihe rose

no

you mare oppodunites for kids fo be outside in Troutman

fe4 Kda noeed a place 1o play thal is safe

nvot really, we hiave @ YMCA already and lofs of Belds

yeu it would be good

yed It would be good

Y& S0/ma people love fo walk or run without having to run doee 1o roads or pudlic
places

Yes 00 at people can sxercise
¥ It would better the fown and maks it mars family inandty
yeu 30 peuple would have 2 place b play

I routimian had a park & would be befler for the peopie who live iade 50 That they
Gont have 20 leave thair lown

yes 20 ihare in more opliona of tngs 1o do
YR Ny & Place 10 Nang out win Mens

no. cause | dord byw hare

i SOma place 10 Q0 and hang with risnds

Yos

| and wnow | dond Ive o troutman

Y45 40 Mds would have someming to do

s, No whare 5 go escapt atreets or 4 park

wha hoedman Aasds 10 e

| Sont kmow | bve it Moorsswlis

00 DeC3suE we Nave 3 53t park and slumpy Ceek
00 ¢ Jontneed to 08 WogeT

783 3 small ons. DECaUss we need 10 ksep Troutman he small pizce hialt s
wut we 330 n2ed @ small e of enteramment

23 3OMSTng new

00, | s@d =0

783 3 DoOod place for tamdly & fnends 16 QO
jes

00 Decsuse & would bang 1o much Faflic




South Iredell High School Surveys Continued

m,

"2
1m.
14
1S
116

1L
10
120,
m,
122,

1.
124
125,
126,
7.

120
129,
1720,
m.
122
17,
14,
15,
126,

197
174
129,

140,
1.

142,

144,

145
146

147,

148

149,
150.

P8, A would sttisct people Rom othver arsas & Increase Troutman income But
N6 park needs 1o Be very entertaming for all 3085 (ex waterpark)

water pare, we really need one and # would bring In more maney Man
anythrng wise and beng m people from ofher places

199 Bacause e i3 NOINING I YoulMmAan for kids of teens 10 hang out
yas peopie have kds on the community

sure. It would give people someming fo do

Yeu wilhh 3 pond so evenyine could go thete and Aah

74390 Mare 15 a place 10 play with your Mends

Vas L awant da i rail athase will

rus. A rmight Hang mate peogie 1o Bue small lown

YOR_DOCHUS S Tiace I8 nothing lun in Troutman

T8 50 Kds will have 4 ptace (o place

0% because & will gve us more ¥ 60

yes for 3s 10 ploy ot and for tamilies 10 Qo 1 togsther, Troukman doesnt have
much

Yea il wousd be good for the communily
PUR. 5O We wourd have a locul pars

Yoo

Yosu

You, he youlh neets & 2afe place where ey CON De Wth Mends and not get In
Foubhe for jUst Dewng Misre

Yes. 50 cnilaran con have somathang 20 00 Instedd of siting at home

Yes, ff would pive & place 1 9o thal would Be inespensive 1 go te

A conter whers ks Can Q0 Decause everyDOdy canl afford e YMCA

Yes, because avery county noeds 2 park

You 50 that bds can Q0 and have fun

Yes, an0 0o becauss | live in Statesve, bul my couning may like this st
Yos, mors places for mds 1o go

Yeu, Decauss you COUIE G0 more acihilies and pliy of do wial you wat

Yo bacauss f could miuunce peoplin to be more scsve outdoors R could also
b Qood far e COmMUNly, prowding & safe piace Tor Kds 10 Nave in

Yo, because Merms 18 nothng to 60
NoO. waste of money

NO, because Pere 15 2 state park nght outsioe Trowtman (Lake Narman Stats
Parv)

Probably 50 at ks have somewhers 10 Qo Ihat Soesnt cost @ Jot Sut it mioht

Yes. the only thing o®ered is ihe sidewal We need 1o got on board with
Michelle Obamas obasdy plan Exercise o a park would be densficial

Yes, because fwill De 3 good way for Kids 10 be achive

Yes get Troutman active

Yus, why wouldnt Troutman nesd § park

Yes becauses mere aren] many places 1 Yo oulduors and jus! rels

Yos, | would ik a place 1o go ptay sports and not have fo pay for 3
memaership 1o go Mere

Yes, bacause mayte soma people do not have tranzpartation abittes e
ofthver peopss may have

Yes, around here teams have to Tavel o Soum In order to practice/piay Qames
Cansigenng we play during the waek, this tears up our feilds anymore

Yoz, bacauss you have 10 Iravel all the way fo Statesvlle o get ane

Yeu, people will hirve 3 phace 1o walk. glay, bang Mew dogs 10 play and all sorts
of suft

"
%2
"
154
55
"
"
"
5
"o

"
"

164

15
19
"

e

m

m

e
"

e
W

1me
180

m

"
"
"e
10w
"e
"
ALY

Ve

MER g

Yoz need sumewhery Y 6

Y83 SeCIuNe s 3 4™ tmd eth o ech W O¢

YES WOULD ALLOW MDS TO GEY OUT MOSE N D GET BEROINE
YES 50 MORE M08 CANBE ACTHE

YES | THIRK PEOPLE WOULD USE (T MOMESTLY | WOLLD

VES SECAUSE MORE FEOPLE Ca NTERACY

YEI CUZ TROUTIMAN 19 BORMICH

VES BECAUSE 1T GIVES THE MIOE A PLACE TO PLAY AND OLDER 300 A
PLACE 10 NG OUT

YES BECAUSE SOME FLOMLE DOMT WANT TO DFOVE AL THE WaY TO LAKE
NORMAN TO GO TO A FRK

YES SO WE DONT Mt TO DRIVE TO STATESWLLE TO GOT TO Thall Paix

YESR BECAUSE PARNS ARE FLN & COOL TD CHILL AT & MAYEE MORE W0S
WOULD B HEALTHEER WUITLF? TO DO

YES W00 CAN COME OUT MORE AND PLAY & WORE THING TO DO N OWR
FREE ThE

YES BECAUSE THERE 15 NOTHNG TO DO IN TROUTIMN
SURE. WHATEVER WORKS FOR YA

YES BECAUSE PEOPLE OONT LBE QOMG TOO FAR TO GET TO A PARK
PLUS 1T Capd BE A PLACE FOR LOCAL TEENS TO MANG AND GEY /Y

YES 90 THAT NIDE CAN MAE A PLACE TO MANSOUT TO MAWVE FUN

YES GECAUTE A LOT OF PEOPLE USE THEM OR HTE TE NER W08
RS

WE DONT MEED ANY MORE BASESALL OR SOCCER FELDS OR TE)aes

COURTSE TROUTMAN BAEIED SKATEBOARDMNG. 50 A SKATERARK WOAAD
WeaT tENOTF

YES BECAUSE PEOFLE LWE TD GO FOR WALKS AND MO LIWE TO PLAY
BOME W RE

YES ILOVE PRETTY FLOWERS T ATTACTE THE HOT BANES WE NEED A
FaRN SO ) CAM LOSE WY WRGRETY

YES IT WOULD BF CREAT FOR THE SOMMUNETY AND CREAT RECREATION
YES

YES TROUTMAN 18 50 DEAS AND IT NEEDS MORSESACK RICING TRALS TO
BRNGITTOLFE

vES

YES FROUTMAN NETDO A PARK 50 EVERYOME MAS A PLACE TO RELM
QUTDOORS

YES BECAUSE WE MAVE TD GO TO STATEIVLLE & WE WA TO TO A
[

YES SECAUSE IT 15 DORMG 40D NO WMERE TO GO

T WOULD GVE TROUTIAN BORE OF AN APPEAL TYPICAL FALES MTH
CHLIREN ENIOY HAE PARKS CLOGE TO MOME AND WITH MORE FEOMLE
MOVING I IT WOLRLD HELP THE LOCA. ECOMOMY

VEAM 50O PEOPLE Capi GO AND MANGOUT AND HAVE A BFE MACETO
COME TO

YES, WE MAVE LASE NORMAN DUT IT CAN BIE REALLY CROWDED

YES SECASUE 1T WOULD PROVISE A WAY TO KEEP FAT KO3 DONNYER
o2 10 we (a0 00 Sutiede 302 NING wih Mandt a0 De S0eg X heltey
Ve2) 53 Peie Nt Can Pawe 3omePung 2 OO M ad of 1aeng 1 YUl
Yot 53 e (3% hue JoMetheng s 00

Ty 53 peeryine wll A L AS O

Tou € woult De & GO0 SRace 15 58 # 100 had some Res gt

TR DOCHSRS POCEie IR 1) 50 10 DON3 3 1 SLDSCENy g Surmrnar and €
Dty 13 N0 SHE DS mUN T feet ST D TroatTuan
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wm
ms
"
185
185
187,
"e
172

190
m.

FXREYRERE RAG

2

m,

Para

s

ni

7.

REEE

@,

224.

YES, WE MAVE LAKE NORMIAN BUT (T CAN BE REALLY CROWDED

YES BECASUE IT WOULD PROVESE A WAY TO KEEP FAT KIDS SEINNYER
YRS 330 We 30 06 Outss0e and Aang wilh hiends 3ng Do domg challes
Y&s! 52 Mess B2E CIn haee OMETWR; D 00f Misead of St I TTues
Y237 So we Cant have somelfang ic 30

Yea! Ss everyone will Rave fus shuft o do

Yes taculd Se 3 3ood piace 15 oo # /o Aad soms Yee bl

Y§5 0STIuSE pRO0ME S T 0O 1) PEES 3 ot $5DSCEly Qunng Summer ang If
are 12 N DAt peogie won feed 3Wacied 1 Troutman

Y5 3 sate pax Uors um

Y23 2eC3ese MEIE & 3 ot of 003 o e town of Troutman 3nd sy Nawe 1 0o
ot of Somm f2 Qet 3cCRS2 1 35 anytung A P would trng aftention b
Trontan

We need mare Ban 3 mile kng tdewait N Be mcdSe of town

Y5 Secause we need 3 place 12 go m3lead of hangng out in B Test
SIROF B e AN

Yo uds and 33ulls nead 2 s3% piace I hang out piay. 3nS whalessr 2lae
Yer somathing 1O k2ed LAE Nealty!

Yes Hown suos

Yos %o eas

Mo SaCause | 00N aven Ive Miae

Yoo ( funi il 4003 for Chitren 230 Sy AnS ency hemastires

Ye: Delaess Mare BatamTung 0 00

Yes 22 shodents have sOmething 10 60 Set AN walthing
Yes with 3 paspround!

Troutman Mas Lass Norman State Par

Ye3 ¢ pe2gte DE W@ €230 8

Yes

Saate pare
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South Iredell High School Surveys Continued
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August 23, 2010 Drop In Public Input Meeting
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August 23, 2010 Drop In Public Input Meeting Continued

4, Tables @ Create Chart ¢ Dowmioad

Rabing Response

15 3 4
51 2nd 3rd th Average Count
15 'ﬁa 0 ‘]’,‘A.v s N
A 41.9% (26) 41.9% (26) 10 0 32 62
8 43.5% (27) 33.9% (21) aipbe o AT Y
- - . o : 60.0% 0.0% :
15.0% (8 25.0% (15) 2 2955 oo
C 5 0% 0 38) 0
D 0.0% (( 0.0% (0) s BT T
answered guestion 63
skipped question 5
5. What do you think of the vision statement? Would you add/remove anything? ¥ Download
Response
Count
- 3
answered gueston N
1 1 70
fine e way & 21, Ithink i 3 Qreat vision staterment and | can see a 1ot of Mougnt ana work weal
\ ! L "
. 22 W {5 ot
!
A L] leng (wor
M la
(A s il
S Nice overal T}
4
26 | 4]
t 11 10 (ha
i
v wAll Ya 3 Ll [\
Wi L ' J 20 whine rdant Hher .y M ]
0 = 004 statarment 0. Nicaly stated
19, s fnw the way o 30. Vory good
1 o ilN 11
1
" Vel June
1%
14
" 10 more of 3 Nl b and teebr
1" Hals x anvd leel |




August 23, 2010 Drop In Public Input Meeting Continued
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August 23, 2010 Drop In Public Input Meeting Continued

9. Do you agree/disagree with the proposed priorities and boundaries? @ Create Chart & Download
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August 23, 2010 Drop In Public Input Meeting Continued

11. General comments: '

Respoase

Coumt

answered quesbon -
SkIpped Queshon S

1st Community Park Site. What do you think?

Consider creating visibility/open space on Eastway Dr. Move splash pad/soccer field to front so peo-
ple can see something going on...more inviting to walkers. Safer.

Work in more trails.

Slide amphitheatre closer to parking and add trees for shading within seating areas (Epcott Center).
More visibility from main road.

Well, though-out, substantial sign to mark entrance!

Sign/entrance to Hwy 21 at end of Scroggs St.

Need to consider security of walking trails.

Maybe one more basketball court?

Lights! Lights! Lights! Solar using government grant money for “going green.”

Lights

Really like the fields that are shown.

Wish the splash pad was ready today!

Is the green area grass?

Lights! (Solar)

Really like the splash area idea

Would like for trees to stay

What about leaving an open place for misc. stuff (ie kite flying, field day, whatever).

Lights. What about putting lights on timers. The lights would also have a pay as you go feature so
you could play for 15-30 minute increments.




September 9, 2010 Public Neighborhood Meeting
(Neighborhood Concerns by Elva Reavis)

1. WHO 1S GOING TO PAY FOR BUILDING & MAINTAINING A
PARK. IS ANY PERCENTAGE OF MY TAX DOLLARS BEING USED
FOR THIS PROJECT? ( $500,000.00 grant from Federal & State funds.
Town board has allocated $200,000.00 from Troutman toward the
Community Park Project. Iredell County park & rec maintance.)

2. WHAT IS ESC’S INCENTATIVE IN RETURN FOR THE $1.00
LEASE AGREEMENT OF THEIR PROPERTY TO THE TOWN??

IS THERE A FEE IN LIEU OF TAX ARRANGEMENT INVOLVED
WHICH WOULD AFFECT TROUTMAN’S CORPORATE TAX BASE??
(Denial of any such arrangement)

3. TAX RECORDS DOCUMENT OVER 9 MILLION DOLLARS IN
PROPERTY TAX VALUE FOR ESC & SUMITOMO ELECTRIC ESC
INC. WILL PROPERTY TAX VALUE BE REDUCED BECAUSE OF
THE $1.00 LEASE AGREEMENT FOR A PORTION OF THE
PROPERTY. (Denial of any such reduction)

L

4, MY FOCUS & PRIMARY CONCERN IS THE TWO “CL ADULT
SOFTBALL FIELDS” ADJACENT TO 7 PROPERTY OWNERS ON
PATTERSON STREET. #18 ON THE MAP.

a. Trees to be cleared. Wild life destroyed. Out ficld vegetation
barrier=grass comes to within a very few feet of my property line.

b. Home plate of south field is 453 feet from my back door per
engineer & town planner. Noise, lights, safety & privacy issue, balls into
my property. 4 of the 7 homes adjacent to park property are occupied by
single women living alone and are all age 60 years and above, UNSAFE.

c. What does CL stand for. Church league demise over 10 years ago.

Baptist Church lcague left goes to Mooresville to play.

d. 5 Adult Soft Ball Fields exist in near-by Statesville & are available
for reservation by Church, Industrial, Travel or open leagues, Troutman
Community does not need Soft Ball Fields. Two more soccer fields would
be more realistic. Recommend One Field facing north. Balls — noise &
light would then aim down across the open field to the left side of ESC.

5. Recommend and request a 10 foo: complete privacy fence 500 feet long
and 20 feet into ESC & proposed park property. Maintained by Park
maintance crews. Fast growing buffer trees planted on the residence side of
the fence.




September 9, 2010 Public Neighborhood Meeting
(Neighborhood Concerns by Elva Reavis Continued)

6. Extremé concern regarding the proposed future “Exit” entrance off
Patterson street. Increased traffic. Danger of lottering and vandalism to
homes. Danger to children & babies living in homes directly in the exit
route. Property damage & littering.

7. And the lists goes on and on. Consideration of the residents affected by
the proposed park is Expected from the Town Board we elected over and
above the desires of folks or a commi:tee who want a place to play.




September 14, 2010 Public Input Meeting Presentation
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September 14, 2010 Public Input Meeting Presentation Continued

-
g g bt

T T -
W Bare b e e o gy N !

What about accessibility, Iightmg, and
landscaping?

W w4 gt
Wt a e W A Y

Sk wl S

S g e
Wi il et (v s T W wd T
WL e ot ot o

- pew -
When will it be open?
LR L)
S Vg e
Ll —

*January (Grart Due)
Sommer 2051 [Awards)
“Fab 2011 |Construction)

@ “Spriag 2012 |Open)

o mahw o

o g il B

W ' T waletale B g AT W s TN
R e e L L

Wiah shet seaed Wy iy e ey |
Ao w8 gt

What’s in it for ESC?

,/

Amoym baglomi________'
Tmemedd______f

St ol ot

S g e e

Wl vt Dm gk | Wt st T
b o | ol -

R R e s et
L e

Have you thought about
Can you add ?
=5 /p . r

ARy Sg
35 '\ v =
=5, ~

Y

Stations

Purk Prioritics




September 14, 2010 Public Input Meeting Presentation Continued

7

Aobmans Bades

——— FRes Des

-
A Tuw
: Kasee (o 1.“ \ »
:H I' TL_.._L.-- £ al.

-
- - e Ao
=~

Bl T 00

Statlons -

e "Ryiowe Srmming s valicsiond K5k ooy o WL




September 14, 2010 Public Input Meeting to Exclusively Discuss Park
Public Comments:

Elva Reavis: Yes, | took the liberty to go ahead and type up some of the things we talked about in the
meeting of the adjoining property owners and you’ve covered that well. So, I’ll skip the first part and go
to my focus and primary concern is the two the “CL” adult softball fields. All the other stuff is great and
as I said in the other meeting I’m not against, but you asked for a show of hands and there are things of
great concern to me. Those of you that know me, know I live at 458 Patterson St and my property and my
beautiful little neighbor live in to of the original homes on Patterson St. The southern ballfield is 453° to
my backdoor. We understood from David (Saleeby) of the adjoining property owners that the green is
turf. Of those of you have visited me, and | have a number of Patterson St residents here, know that be-
hind us is a huge set of virgin woods. So those trees would be completely cleared away to build these two
ballfields. I need to know what CL means, I’'m guessing Church League or Commercial League.

Jimmy Troutman: Centerline

Elva Reavis: I need to know the need for 2 softball fields in Troutman. Will one suffice? I’ve traveled
over to ESC’s parking lot, could the north field be tilted, that way when the balls are hit, they would go
onto ESC’s property with no danger of them coming onto our property. It’s less than 50° from my prop-
erty line to the ballfield, and right up to Ms. Connie’s corner post.

The connection onto Patterson St is of great, great concern. I’ve lived there for 28 years and never had to
call the police because I got frightened. Its not going to be that way...those of us who follow industrial
ball playing know that there is a lot of loitering, trespassing, vandalizing, littering, simply I do not feel
safe. I recommend more soccer fields. She said she does this for the children, I’m not anti-children, but it
clearly shows adult ball fields. Let’s don’t forget the adult citizens, there are 7 homes involved here...4
out of the 7 have single women who are age 60 or above who live in them. Please think about the seniors
along with the children. I thank you for your time and | love Troutman.

Erika Martin: Well tomorrow evening the park planning committee is going to meet to go through the
list of your neighborhoods concerns from last week and try to incorporate some of your ideas. Obviously,
there is going to be some compromising along the way...but we have heard you and we are going to try to
accommodate you and make your neighborhood feel safer.

Now we did show the fields as adult fields, because our thinking was surely if adults can play there, then
we could easily scale it down for the children. We wanted the fields to reach as many folks as possible.

Is there anyone else who would like to speak against the park? Alright, is there anyone who would like to
speak for the park?

Jimmy Troutman: Why is there not some type of community building that could be rented out by fami-
lies for get-togethers or whatever?

Erika Martin: The pavilion in the center will have some facilities like that. Comments from the public
show they would like to see some smaller picnic shelters for families away from the central pavilion.

Jan Comer: We want to make it so it is also a concession stand with restrooms. We want to have com-
pany picnics and family reunions there. It would be a covered shelter, open on the sides.

Erika Martin: Is there anyone who would like to publicly say they support this project for the record?

Ted Delisi: I will. I support it and | appreciate Enginered Sintered Components doing what they are do-
ing, because their commitment is just wonderful. Once this thing gets started I think you will see a lot
more support, once people can see that its in its early stages and | commend all the work you and the
town have done.




September 14, 2010 Public Input Meeting Continued

Betty Jean Troutman: | have to agree with that comment that once its started they will agree. Its like the
Greenway...when it was first started everybody seemed so negative because there were no trees, no park

benches, no grass...just an old railroad bed...but then grass came, benches came, trees came, streetlights

came and now it is a highlight. | think this park will be received in the very same way.

Vickie: | will definitely second both those comments and just also thank you so much. I think this is just a
great opportunity for Troutman. We are so privileged to live in this great spot next to the State Park which
is going to be a destination point for the Carolina Thread Trail and Lake Norman Bike Route (and we
have the lovely greenway). It’s a chance to really be identified as a town where people enjoy the outdoors,
take care of each other, and public spaces. I’'m very sensitive to the concerns of the neighbors and think
those concerns can be worked out. | want to underscore that | think this park is a great opportunity for this
town.

Mayor Elbert Richardson: Jan, her predecessors, and the Town have been working on trying to get a
park for about 11 years now. So to me this is a real dream. | think that there will definitely be some
changes to the plan, but when it is all said and done the community will have something they can be very
proud of.

Carrie Harrison: 1 just think as a parent of young children that right now when we want to get together
with our friends we are always going to Mooresville or Statesville. So I think it is really exciting to have
an opportunity to gather where we live.

David Wright: I’m in full support of the park I think it would be a wonderful opportunity for the com-
munity as well as everyone outside the community. | completely understand your (adjoinging property
owners) concerns. | think the field closest to the homes could be dropped down to a field size that is used
more for young children or young adults. I’m assuming there are 300’ fences which would be an adult
softball field, the lower filed fences could be dropped to 250°...and then more vegetation and woods
could be left....quite a bit more. I don’t know if it would be enough to make the home owners more com-
fortable but that’s a possible option.

Kenny: That’s a great idea.
David Wright: The hard part about that would be keeping adult softball players from going on to that
field and doing their own thing, playing and still hitting the ball 400’ and causing problems.

Elva: What kind of leagues would be using the ballfields? Industrial? We don’t have church leagues any-
more except for the Baptist Church and they go to Mooresville.

Jan Comer: We do still have church leagues in Troutman.

Ted Delisi: We still play. I go to church here in Troutman, but we play in Stateville. We’d love to play
here.

Erika Martin: ..but there is no place to play?

Ted Delisi: Right, but we are ready.

Erika Martin: Any other comments?

Earl Adams: I’m a football player at heart and I also play semi-pro football. We really don’t have any
place to play. I wrote this down on the survey at the library the other day...I was wondering why you

couldn’t convert one of the soccer fields into a football and soccer field or into a football field to have
exhibition games for high schoolers and middle schoolers. Also, we’d be able to play semi-pro football.




September 14, 2010 Public Input Meeting Continued

Erika Martin: I did get your comment from the library. I didn’t know it was you of course because the
comments were anonymous. On the chart back there, | added football to the top. So if that is your top pri-
ority you might want to put all 5 of your dots there to let us know that football really needs to be incorpo-
rated into the park. Just as Elva said a few minutes ago, why can’t there be more soccer fields? If every-
body puts all the stickers on soccer fields and not softball ficlds we’ll know we need to make some
changes there too.

Betty Jean Troutman: And still consider her comments of moving the fields away from her property and
leaving as much vegetation.

Vicky: | may be the only tennis player here, but we have the same situation (only 2 courts) in Moores-
ville, Statesville, Cornelius, everywhere...if you have 3 you can actually attract league play. League play-
ers are accustomed to paying a fee for lights and play. So 2 would be wonderful, I’d be thrilled with 2, but
if it’s possible to consider 3, then that’s the minimum we need for some of the leagues to play...and tennis
players are wonderful people.

Does anyone have any final comments, | want to get everyone through the stations and home to their din-
ners. I’ll be up here for questions and comments.

Ted Delisi: Just a little more information about the grant...what’s the process, what are our chances?

Erika Martin: It is competitive. Last year they had 80+ applicants and 30 something were funded. Not
all of those that applied were %2 million dollar grant. You could apply for a smaller grant amount. So, it is
very competitive which is why | am so glad you came out here tonight to support the project and for those
who took the surveys. As a town we sincerely appreciate hearing from both sides. Thank you so much for
your time.

Park Priorities

Trails (15), Football/Soccer (15), Tennis (13), Amphitheatre (9), Splash pad (8), Picnic (5), Play-
ground (5), Horseshoes (4), Disk golf (4), Dog park (4), Softball (3), Basketball (2), and Exercise Sta-
tions (1).

Written Comment(s):

e Troutman is a wonderful community and the 30 acre park with the various stations and fields and
court will be an attractive feature. The amphitheatre for a park is an innovative feature that not many
parks offer. Little concern about one entrance.

e My main concerns are using Patterson St (residential street) as an exit to the park (a number of small
children). Leave big trees as barrier between homes and field-Why not compromise? And why is this
the main focus when we are still buying our water from the town of Statesville?

e I’'mlooking forward to a place to gather in our community instead of having to leave and got to
Statesville or Mooresville to a community park. I’'m in full support and look forward to donation and
volunteer opportunities.

e  Great community gather space. Will serve all ages. Great location. Save mature trees, please! Multi-
use fields (easy football/soccer combo). Splash pad—consider location—- could serve 2 uses
(functional play and entry feature)







